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^ ter audtores fapientias : Quamdiu 
^ nekiGiis, qjiic^ fugtpndunv. qqid |Rs- 
^ tendum ; quid neceflarium^ quid 
^ fupervacuum ; qui^ juftunij quid 
^iidbeftum^ noH (kiihoc •pftiiB^l^t-'^ 
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DIALOGUE h 

LORD SHAFTESBURY — MR. LOCKE ; 

I COULD itot but be tiiuch for-^ 
prized^ hiy dear fritid, to tfcijeivc 
your cofntniandis 6n a fubj6iftj <)f *fvfeich 
Yotj, of ^l men^ are fhe g^dsfteft 
mafter* For who could to v«reH a«!^ 
Vife the party^ yoii fpeak of, or rt* 
fl3^ the general qudftioh concermrijjj 
!K6^ IJ^j d/' Foreign ^rthytl, confidere4 
as a part of moderfl bteeding ahd^do^ 
cation, as He, who has himielf pro-i 
fited fo much %y lihfe pradicc, jiid, 
iti a late drcelleht treatife [it], Imb 

[a] Account of Dmmark^ as it was in the 
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given fo convincipg a proof of it's 
utility ?^ 

Besides, your application to me is 
a little fufpicious ; and looks as if you 
^vantpd to draw ' frdni me a confirm- 
ation of your own fentiments, rather 
than a candid examination of them. 
T or how was it poflible for you not 
to forefce the difficulty I muft be un- 
iler in debating this point with you ? 
When have I beep able to diflent 
6:(Mn you in any.queftion of niorals or 
pdicy ? And eQ)ecially what chance 
for my doing it in this inflancie^ when 
you know the bias which . my ovvn 
ipdiication, conduced in this way^ 
iiiuft have left upon me ? 

I AM therefore at a lofs, as I faid^ 
to; account for your fancy in making 
me of your council on this occafion. 
But whatever your purpofe might be, 

fincc 
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fince you have thought fit to honour 
me fo far, I muft own your Letter of 
Inquiry could not poffibly have found 
me in a fitter feafbn* 

Ihappened juft ^en to amufemy- 
felf with recoUedling a converfation^ 
which, not. many days before, had 
paiTed between me and a certain Phi- 
lofopher of great note, on that very 
fubjeft. 

You know the efteem I have of this 
Fhilofopher; I mean, for fuch of his 
writings, as are moft popular^ and de-* 
ferve to be fo ; fuch as his pieces on 
Government^ Trader Liberty, and Edu-- 
cation. No man underftands the world 
better; or reaibns more dearly on 
thofe fubjeds, in which that world 
takes itfelf to be mofl of all, and is, 
in truth, very nearly concerned. 

B 2 His 
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His Piiilofbphy, properly fb caffcd^ 
Is hot, ! doubt, of fb g6od a taftci 
At leaft, liis notion of niorils is too 
modern for my relifti : I had puft my- 
felf to fchool to other matters, and 
had learnt, you fenow^ frofrii Kis bet- 
ters what to think of Ltfe and Man-^ 
nets I iJvhfch they treat in *a ffylc 
quite but of the way of thefe dealers 
in Ideas> and fubverters of innate 
principles. 

« 

But oh this head, my dear Sir, you 
have heard mfe fpeak often, and ntejr 
hear from mc more at large, on ibrh^ 
other occafioii. With exception ib 
this one article, (ah Important oner, 
however) ho man is riiore able, thah 
Mr. LocfcE, or more privileged by his 
long experience, to give us Lcdtures on 
the good old chapter of Education-*, 
which many others indeed have dif- 
cuffed ; but none with to much good 
4 fenfe. 


^jpfe and witfi fo conftant an eye to 
die ufe and bufinefs of the world, as 
this writer. 

' The purpofe of your inquiry) then, 
cannot, as I fiippoie, beany other way 
fi> well anfweredy as by putting into 
your hands a faithful account of his 
fentiments on the condud: and ufe of 
travelling: Eipecially, as you will 
perceive at the fame time what my 
notions are (if that be of any import* 
ance to you) on the fame fubje<%« 


\ 


If I were compofing^ a Dialogue in- 
tiie old mimetical, or poetac form, I 
ihould teU you, perhaps, the cccafion 
that led us into this track of con-* 
verfation. Nay, I fliould tdl you 
what accident had brought us toge- 
ther; and 0i6idd even omit no cir-* 
cumftance of time or f/ace, which 
might Ite proper to let you into the 

B 3 fcene^ 
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fcene, and make you, as it were^ one of 
us* 

But thefepunftiliosof decoram are 
thought too conilraining> and, as fuoh^ 
are wifely laid afide, by the eafy mQ-r 
derns. Nay, the yery notion of Diar 
Ipgue, fuch as it was in the politeft 
ftges of antiquity, is fo little compre? 
hended in pur days, that I que^on 
i^lich, if thefe papers were to fall intq 
other hands, than your own, whether 
they would not appear in a high de- 
gree fantaftic and viiionary. It would 
never be imagined th^^t a point of 
morals pr philofophy could be regu- 
larly treated in what is called a con^ 

verfation-piece ; or that any thing £o^ 
unlike the commerce of our world 

could have taken place between men, 

that had any ufe or knowledge of it, ^ 

* • ♦ 

This, I fay, might be the opinion 
of men of better breeding j of thofe; 

' ^ who 
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Avho are acquainted with the fafhion, 
and are themfelves inured to the con- 
verfations, of the polite world. The 
formaiiflsy on the other hand, would 
be out of patience^ I can fuppofe, at • 
this fceptical nianner of debate, which 
ends in nothing 1 and, after the wafte 
of much breath, leaves the matter at 
laft undecided, and jufl as it lyas 
taken up. 

ALi thiSn it muft be o^yned, is yery 
true^ But, as it is not my intention 
to fubmit t|ie following draught to 
fuch critics, you, who know, me, will 
accejpt this recital^ made in my own 
way, and pretty much s^s it pafled. 
You may well be trufted to make 
your own conclvi^Qns from what is 
offered on either fide of the argu- 
ment, and will need no officious mo- 
nitor to inftrud you on which fide the 
truth lies^ 

B 4 Not 
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Not fto detain you^ by further prer 
liQiinaries, fjrom die entertainment 
{fuch as it is) which I have promi&d 
you^ you may fuppofe, if you pleafe^ 
Mr. ^oc|c^ ^d me, in company with 
ibme othfsr of pur common friends^ 
iifting together in my Library^ and 
loitering oi^ tt^e fv^^je^ft 'm ^e follow^ 
ingma|iner« 

J.011P SHAFTESBUR^y^ 

And is not xRAVELLnjG then, in 
your opinion, one of the heft of thole 
methods, which can be tak^n to po- 
li(h and form the manners of our li?» 
beral yQuth^ and to fit diem for the 
l>ufinc6 and a3nreeMo^ pf the worl4 ? 

MR. ^OCKE. 

- I THivJC npt. Ikehiit tittle gpo4t 
\a proportion to the ^^ tt taim UJh 
0iat can bp drawn from it, .iinder any 

• managem^ti^ 


aoapa^onent; bujt in the way^ in 
whicK it commonly is si^nd mu{^ be 
condudedj^ fo longas/niv^/ is con- 
iidered as a part of early tutorage and 
education, I fee nothing but mifcfaiefs 
Ipring from itr 

What, neceflarily fpring from it! 
And is there po way to ftop their 
growth J or at leaft prevent their chok- 
ing ,the good pl^ts, whiidd th^ foil is 
jcapabl^ of prQ4»cing ? 

This indeed I muA not abiblutely 
affirm: your Lprdihip'^ example, l 
muft confefs, ftands in my way. But 
if your own education, which was 
cond^uded in this form and creates a 
prejudice for it, be pleaded againft 
pie, I may ilill fay, that the argument 

extends 
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extends no farther thdn to qualify 'the 
aiTertion } and that, as in other cafes, 
the rule is ^eneral> tho' with fomc 
exceptions, 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

It was not my meaning to put your 
politenefs to this proof. I would even 
take no advantage of the exceptio|i 
which you might confent to make In 
the cafe pf many other travellers^, who 
have, doubtlefs, a better claim,^ than 
myfelf, to this indulgence. What I 
would gladly know of you, is. Whe- 
ther, in general. Travel be not an ex- 
cellent fchool for our ingenuous and 
noble youth ; an4 \vhether it may 
not, on the whok^ ' defbrve the coun- 
tenance of a philpfopher, who under- 
ftands the worlds and ha£ hiipfelf been 
formed by it? , ; ^ 


MR. 
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MR, LOCKE, 

Your Lordihip, I think, will do 
well to put phUofopby out of the 
queftion. There is fo mu^h %o be 
faid againft firavel in that view, that 
the ijiatter • would clearly be deter- 
mined againft ypu. It is by other 
rules, and what are allied (he maxims 
of the world (which your Lordihip 
underftands too well, to join them 
with Philofophy) that the advocate 
for travelling muft demand to have 
his cauie tried, ]£ he would hope to 
come oiF, in the diiputjj, with any 
advantage. 

LORD SHAPTESBURV. 

Yet philofophy was not always of 
thiis mind. You know, when. the bcft 
proficients in that icience gavcu coun-^ 
tenance to this pradtce» by their own 

example. 
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example^ a good part of their life 
was fpent in foreign countries ; and 
they did not prefume to fet up for 
maflers of wif<k)m» till experience and 
much injQght intQ the nftanncrs of men 
had qualified them for that greaf 
office* Hence diey became tHe ableft 
and wifcft men of the old world ; and 
their wiidom was not in thojfe days of 
the lefs account for the pditene^ 
that was mixed with it. 


>lfl. I.OCKE* 

Thosi: wife men mi^t have their 
reafons for this different pradice. 
They moft of them> I thinks fet up 
for Politicians aqd Legiflators^ as well 
as Philophers ; and in that infancy of 
arts and commerce^ when diftant na-< 
tions had finall intertonrfe ni^ith each 
odbter^ it migh( ke pf r?al ^yant^ 
to themt at leaft it might &rvc their 

reputation wi^ the f)eq)]^> f:^ fpen4 

fomc 
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fbrhc years in voyages tb fiidi teun- 
fri^s as were in higheft f^ie for dieir 
imfdom or good government; 

' Besides, the Sages of thoktiitits 
made a Wondrbu* mj^ry oF th«r 
wiitbm : a fore fign, perhaps, thtt 
fttey \^ere liot ovcrftocked With it. 
It was confined to certain fchools andi 
fitrternities ; or was locked up ft3l 
fitore dofely in the bre^tfts of partt- 
ctilir petfons. Knowledge was not 
Aen dtfFiifed in books and general 
ccnvei^ition, as amongft lis ; and the 
way to become wife was to frequent 
the academies or houfes of thofe pri« 
Alleged men, who, by a dioufand am- 
bitiotis arts, had drawn to themfelves 
the tipplaufe tmd veneratibn of the reft 
of the world. 

All tins might be faid in favour of 
your Lordfbip's old Sages. Yet one 

of 
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of themv who deferved that name iha 
bcft, was no great Traveller. I re.- 
member to have read, that Socrates 
had never ftirred out of jitbens ; and 
that, when his admirers would fome-* 
times a£k him why he afFeded thia 
Angularity, he was ufed to fay^ That' 
Stones and "trees did not edify Imm 
Intimating, I fuppofe, that the fight 
of fine towns and fine, countries^ 
which the voyagers of thofe days, as 
of pur's, made a matter of much 
vanity, was the principal' fruit ^ey 
had reaped to themfelycs , from their^ 
fafliionable labours- 

How EVER, allowing, your Lordihip 
to make the moft of thcfe refpeSable 
authorities, for the uie of travellings 
it mtrft ftill be remembered, that they 
are wide of our prefent purpofe. They 
were Sages, that travelled : ' And we 
are now inquiring, whether this be 

the 
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the way for youDg men to become 
Sages. Plato might pick up more 
learning in his Yoyages, than any body 
fince. has been able to underftand, and 
yet a youth of eighteen be little the 
wifer for flaring, away two or three 
years in myft*rious Egypt. 

' . . . 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

* 

Why truly, if he carried nothing 
abroad with him> but the ufe of his 
eye*fight^ I fliould be much of your 
mind with r^ard to the improve- 
ments he might be expedted to bring 
back with him. But let him hear 
and obferve a little, as well as iee, and 
melhinks a youth of eighteen might 
pick up fomething of value, tho* he 
ihould not return laden with the my- 
fteries of Egypt. 

As to the gaiety on the antient 
Sages, I could be much entertained 

with 
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'with it, if I did ftot fecottea that iHe 
more efdightened moderns have, ai&h 
'been of their mind in iMs inflance. To 
fdy nb!*»ing of oAer daimtries, which 
yet have rifife iii ii6putatiott for knoW* 
kdge and dvility- in proportion l» 
their acquahitance with the nftig^r 
bouriog nations, furely it muft be al- 
lowed of our own, that all it's valua- 
ble acquifitions in bofli have beeft for- 
warded at lestft, if not oc<:aifioned, l>y 
this rdafonable praftice. We aJ-e now, 
without doubt, irfived at <he fofawhit 
of politenefs, and may fiibfift at kngdt 
iqjon our oWn proper flxsbk j bufwaa 
this dwxys the cafe ? And vanit it not 
be acknowledged, that the bi^hicft 
©eriods of our ftory are thofe, in which 
our noble you A wares . fasflaaohfed I& 
the fchool of foreign Triavd ? You 
will hardly pretend that the orna- 
taeats of the fecond CiiAR-i.Es">and 
Etiea-BETH's courts were feflaoned 

in 
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in the coarfe mould of this home^ 
breedings ' . ' 

MR- LOCKE. 

I sfiALL perhaps carry my preten- 
lions ftill farther, and affirm it had 
been much better if they had been fo. 

I KNOW what is to be faid for the 
voyagers in Elizabeth's time. We 
were juft then emerging from ignor- 
ance and barbarity. Learning and the 
Arts were but then getting up, and 
were beft acquired, we will fay, in 
foreign fchoolsi and the commerce of 
other nations, which might have the 
ftart of us in fuch improvements. The 
ftate of Europe at that time was not 
unlike what I obferved of the old 
world, when knowledge was in few 
hands, and the exclufive propprty, as 
it were, of particular perfons. So that 
it was to be travelled for, and fetched 

C home 
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home by fuch as would have it. Itafy, 
in particular, was in thofc days, as it 
had long been, the theatre of polite,, 
nefs, and without doubt could furnifli 
us with very much of th? learning we 
inqd wanted, 

This th^nwas the faihionable route 
of our curious and courtly youth : 
And many ac*omplift»cd perfons, I 
can readily adhiit, were to be found 
in the number W our Italian Travel- 
Icrs, Yeti methinks, they had done 
better to ftay at home, and at Icaft 
import the arts of Itafyf if they were 
neccffary to them, in fagcr heads thai^ 
their own. 

X SAY this, bccaufe it is ao fec^ 
that the civility* ws thus acquired, was 
dcarV paid for ; aijd that Irreligiptt 
and even Atheifm, were, by miftake, 
packed up with their other curiofities j 
* . and 
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tnd Ihewn about, at their return, as 
choice things, which couM not but 
very much enhance the confideration 
of thofe who had be^n to gMher them 
beyond the mountains. 

Or, flhall we fay that this impiety 
of the time was only employed to cor- 
red: it's fuperftition? Anci that the 
philofophic ipirits of that age traffick- 
ed in thefe wares^ as thinking them a 
proper antidote to fuch as another fet 
of miffionaries largely dealt in, I mean 
the agnu^ Defs^ bofy beads^ an4 rw 

As to the worthies of Charles' 
court, your Lordniip, wi&out doubt, 
is difpofed to divert yourfelf with 
them. For^ if they brought any thing 
with them frotti Fmnct^ befide it's 
follies and vices, (excepting always 
the babble of their language) it is a 

C 2 fecret 
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^ret which it has not been my for?f 
tune to be apprized of. 

LORD 5HAFT1ESBURY. 

And fo, becaufe Traveiliftg may, by 
accident, be attended with fome ill 
efFe<3:s^ you roundly determine againft 
the thing itfelf ; as if the nattional im- 
provement in arts and civility, which 
unqueftionably arofe from it, were to 
go for nothing ! 

MR. LOCKE. 

I WOULD have it go for no morfi 
than it is honeftly worth ; which 
furely is fomethii;ig lefs than the price 
of our principljcjs and our morals. 
And I doubt the truth is, that this 
degeneracy in both was the ufual 
acquifition of our travelled youth, 
and the improvement, your Lordfliip 
fpeaks of, only the accidental benefit, 

LORD 
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LORD shAFTESBURY. 

Without doubt, there is ho ex- 
tehcling our acquaintance with the 
world but we run the rifk of catching 
it's vices, as well as virtues. Yet, pufli 
this concluiion as far as it will go, 
and you fhut up mankind in abfolute 
and incurable barbarifm; Such is the 
unhappy condition of human nature^ 
that in ftriving to cultivate it's powers, 
you furnifh the opportunities, at leaf):^ 
of it's corruption. Yet to leave it 
in that fordid ftate, for fear of thofe 
abufes, is methinks but adting with 
the weak apprehenfion of fond mo- 
thers; who deny their children the 
liberty of ftirring from the fire-fide, 
for fear of the dirt or damp air, which, 
in their field- exercifes, may chance to 
incommode * them • 

C 3 MR, 
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MR. LOCKE. 

The allufiaa vmujki h^ aft^ if the 
health of th^i iBindr as Qf the body^ 
depeiukd on the uie of fuch Lib^srty ; 
or if it were true^ that one could as 
little help breatf>ing the air of vice, as 
that of the i^eavens. Butj^ tho' I have 
hear'd nuich of the dai^ers, to which 
virtufit is exppfed iiY.this bad worlds I 
have ncvfit uodiQfftood thiit. Vice is it s 
element. 

Yet methinks. Sir, it will be hard 
to keep dear of it in any part of the 
worlds that I am ac<|uainted with: 
Unlefs perhaps you tajke this happy 
Ifland of our's to be as free from Vice, 
as a Neighbouring one, they fay, is 
from Venom. 

MR. 
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MR. LOCKE. 

There are, however, degrees in vice, 
as well as varieties of it; and I can- 
not think it neceflary for U6 to be 
greater proficients, than we are, or 
to import new fpecies of it ; by 
rambling into countries where it may 
chance to rage with greater virulence, 
or where Aich modes of it, at leaft, 
prevail as are luckily unknown to us. 
And fuch, I doubt, were the fruits of 
our Italian and French travels. 

But allowing that vice were of eve- 
ry clime, the fame every where, and 
equally malignant, I ihould ftill ima- 
gine our . youth to be fafer from the 
infedion at home, under the eye and 
wing of their own parents or families, 
than wandering at large in foreign 
countries, with as little refpeft of 

C 4 others. 
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others, as prudence of their own, to 
guard them from this danger. 

tORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Yes, if they were turned loofe into 
this wicked, world, and left to their 
own devices. But, what if fome fage 
Philofopher— ' 

MR. toCkE* 

So Me God, you would fky, ift the 
ihape of a Tutor i for a mere mortal 
Guide of that ftanip is not eafily met 
with. Or, if He were, his wifdom, I 
doubt, would hardly give him the au- 
thority, he ftands in need of, for thedif- 
charge of his function. But I take 
your Lordfhip's raillery, and could fay 

in ray turn. But what if fome inquifi- 
tive and well^-diipofed young Noble- 
man — 

After all, we may let thefe two 
voyagers, fo well matched and fitted 

to 
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to each other, proceied on their jour- 
ney. The qucftion at prefcnt is of no 
fuch rarities ; but of raw, ignorant, 
ungovernable boys, on the one hand, 
and of fhallow, fervile, and interefted 
governors, on the other. And if any 
good can arife from fuch worthies as 
thefe, fauntring within the circle of the 
grand Tour, the magic of travelling is 
much greater than I have any idea of. 

< 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. ) 

Your fcvere virtue makes you fee 
things in the worft light. It is true, 
perhaps, that the advantages of travel- 
ling are not fo great, or fo general, as 
is fometimes pretended. Yet, on the 
other hand, that there are advantages, 
and coniiderable ones too, can hardly 
be denied. And to come at length 
more clofcly to the point, (for what 
has hitherto paft is but a fort of pre- 
lude 


* . 
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lode to the main argument) let me 
have leave to ftate thoie advantages 
^dearly and diftin£tly to ycu» and then 
fo requeft your own proper fenfe ({ 
mean as a man of the world, accord* 
ing to the advice you juft now gave 
me, and not as a Philoibpher) of thit- 
pradice. 

MR. LOCKE. 

Is this fair dealing in yotir Lord- 
(hip ? I fuppofed that by ftarting this 
queftion you had meant only, as on. 
other occafions, to engage an old man 
in a little converfation, whereas your 
purpofe, I now find, is to make a 
formal debate of it. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Nor a formal debate, but a free 

conference; for which we ieem to 

4 have 
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hare Icifurc enough ; and the £ub}eA 
i^ beiidcs^ of real importance. I may 
pfefume to anfwer for oar £riends here» 
that they will not be dlfplea&d to af-* 
m at it. 

I A M aware^ as you faid^ that the 
pradtice may be fometimes incon- 
venient, as it is commonly, managed^ 
on die fide of morals y and I would 
DOfc be . thought to have benefited ib 
Itttie by your'?, and the inftruftions 
of my other mafters, as not to lay the 
greateft ftre& on that con£ideration. 


T, after all, thefe inconveniences 
may be pretty well avoided by the 
choice of an honeft and able governor. 
Such aa one it vrill not be impoffible 
to find, if the perfons concerned be in 
earneft to look out for him : I do not 
fay, in Cells, for a Pedant without 
manners i and ftill lefs, you will fay, 

in 
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in Campy for a mannered man, with-* 
out principles or letters ; but, in the 
world at large^ for fome learned and 
well-accompliftied perfon, who, yet^ 
may not difdain to be engaged in this 
nobleft office of conducing a young 
gentleman's education. 

Under fuch a Governor, as this*;^ 
the danger, to which a young mail's 
morals may be expofed by early tra- 
vel, will be tolerably guarded againfl ; 
^ and to make amends for the hazard 
he runs in this refped, I fee, on the 
other hand, fo many reafons for breed- 
ing young men in this way, fo many 
benefits arifing from it at all times*, 
and fuch peculiar inducements with 
regard to the prefent flatelof our own 
country, that, I think, we fhall hardly 
be, of two minds, when you have at-"* 

tended to them. 

(J 

MR* 
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MR. LOGKE. 

We {hall fee that in due tipie* 
For the prefent, the ferious air, you 
^ affume, fo different from your wonted 
manner, fecures my attention. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

I CANNOT tell what may be the 
opinion of others, but ignorance and 
barbarity fccm to me to be the parents 
of the moft and the worft vices. 
Conceit, pride, bigotry, ferocity, in- 
humanity, cruelty, are the proper iffue 
of the human mind, under the^e cir*- 
cumftances. Self-love, which makes 
fo predominailt a part in the confti- 
tution of man, that fome fufferers by 
it have miftaken it for the fole fpring 
of all his ad^ions, naturally* engenders 
thefe vices, when no care is taken to 
fontrol it's operations by another 
principle. 

On 
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On this account, wife men have 
had recourfc.to various expedients; 
inch as the proviiion of Laws; the 
culture of Aijs and Letters ; and, in 
general, all that difcipline which 
comes under the notion of early tu- 
torage and education. But none of 
thefe has been found fo tffe&ml to 
the end in view, or is fo immediately 
dired«l to the purpose of enlarging 
the mind and curing it, at once, of all 
it's cbiUnate and malignant preju** 
dices, M a knowledge of the world^ 
acquired in die way of fociety and 
general converiationt 

To fay nothing of die folitary &• 
qU<^ered life, which all men agree to 
term Savage^ look only on thofe 
fmaller knots and fraternities of men, 
which meet together in our provincial 
towns anjl cities, and, without any 
larger commerce, are confined within 

the 
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the narrow enclosure of their own 
walls or diflri^s. In as much as thid 
condition is more focial than the 
pther> it is^ without doubts more eli« 
gible. Yet fee how many weak views 
are entertained by thefe feparate clans, 
how many fond conceits^ and over--^ 
weening fancies ! The world feems to 
them fhrunk up into their own pri- 
vate circle ; juft as the heavens appear 
to childrjcn to be contained within 
the Jimits of their own horizon ♦ 

Extend this profpe6k of mankind 
to ftill greater combinations, to ftates, 
|:ingdomSi nations^ and what we call 
^ whole people. By this freer inter- 
courfe, indeed, their thoughts take 
^ larger range, and their minds open to 
more generous and manly conceptions. 
Yet their native barbarifm fticks dole 
to them, and requires to be loofened 
9fHi worn off by a mdre focial habit» 

by 
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by the experience of a ftill wider and 
more thorough communication . Tribes 
of men, altho* very numerous, yet if 
fhut up within one territory, and 
living together under the influencip pf 
the fame political conftitution, eafily 
affimilate, as it were; run into the 
fame conmion fentiments and opi- 
nions; and prefently take, in the 
whole extent of their community, one 
uniform prevailing cbara£ter. 

Hence, the necefGty of their ftill 
looking beyond their ewn^ into other 
combinations and iocieties ; that foji 
as their views enlarge, they may be 
enabled to fhake off their local, as we 
may fay, and territorial prejudices* 

.Those other iocieties may not be 
without their defefts, which it will 
be equally proper to keep clear of. 
But, by this free profpeft of the dif- 
ferences 
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ferences fubfifting between different 
nations, each naturally gets quit of 
his own peculiar and charafieriftic 
vices ; and thofe of others, prefent- 
ing themfelves to our unbiaffed ob- 
fervation, are not fo readily entertain- 
ed, or do not cling fo faft to us, as 
what have grown up with us and, 
by long unqueftioned ufe, are be- 
conae, as we well exprefs it, zjeconj 
nature. 

Thus, by this near approach and 
attrition, as it were, df each other, 
our rude parts give way ; our rough 
corners are infenfibly worn off; and 
we are polifhed by degrees into a ge-* 
neral arid universal humanity : 

* ExTERNi nequii vahatfer lave morati^ 

to ufe the poet's words, tho' with 
fbme fmall difference^ I believe, in 
their application. 

D What 
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Wh a t fays my friend to Aefe prin- 
ciples? Arc they juft And reafonafale ^ 
Or, am I going to build on precairibu » 
4nd infecure foundations i 

Wtf ATEVBK defefi; there may be io 
this foundation, your Lordfhip, as a 
wife archited, is for %aring no coil 
or pains in providing for it's ftability* 
Yet, methinks* you go deeper for it, 
than 70U need. At kail: I didvnot 
expeft your defence of TravelUng 
would require you to mak^ thefepro**' 
found reiearches into kaman nature* . 

LORD SHAFXESBURV. 

. ' . . < «... V 

I TAK£ yow meanihgr Tfaefe re«- 
fearchesy you would fay, aire £> littlqr 
profound, that I might hay^s fpareii 
rayfelf the trouble of making tiMi^ 
at afl, at leaA in converfation with a 

philofo- 
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* philoibjAei;. Be th^t as: It wUI ; pro- 
Yi^t^. thfi principles thgmfclves, I ^m 
<5ontending fpr^ tp wc^l fojir^ded. Fo^ 
^c cpncWKiop necef&rily fdUbws, 
." inijat thc^ejEore foreign tk^vej. 
.^' ij^ pf ;¥l} dims, the ijipft iffijK)rtaiit 
«^ Oli^ :4ieiijtia| p^rt of Education/' 

Tni youA of the mpft aciCQfnpIiih^ 
isd j^6of)te in Etifofie woyld hav? iijuch 
4q coTfe^ Jo thepif^veg, ^ fon:He-* 
.fJWfflg, ^^rhfl|)?j «(;► y^np i« their 
Voyngw iftto th0 ttpighhoijyiijg aa- 
tions i Jsumrevcf . iii&ripur to i)mt 
own, in the general ftatc of Know- 
ledge and politenefs. What then muft 
te the cftfe of our EfigHflb yoinh, ton- 
fioed.i» this remote ^c^rjnfi^ among 
tbsiniy vw, m^ i»4^^gt^ in tfceir pvvn 
and ticenti0i:is \m^^ ^ 


Our nprjH/erij fliouite ^>ja? ner^r 
]^«W 4jww# /er^the <:iiirjlity pf it'i^ io- 

D !^ \ habitants j 
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- • - 

/habitants; who have ^rather beeh 
ftigmatized iii all ages, and are ftill 
confidcred by the reft o£ Europe, 2is 

•proud, .churlifli, and unfocial. The 
very circumftance of our being Iflancf- 

•crs fcems'to expofe us to the juft re- 
proach of inhofpitality ] And if, with 
this disadvantage of our fituation^ we 

^clierifh, and not cofreft, thofe man- 
ners which tfre fo apf to fpriftg from 

' it, let us not take it amifs that fcn 
rcigners diftinguifli us by fuCfh names, 
as we well deferve, tho^our pride 

' may fuffer from the application of 
them* 

It feems then to be an inevitable 
• eonfequence of what has been faid, 
'that we of this country have a more 
than ordinary occafion for the behefks 
of foreign travel. And the reafon of 
the thing -(hews, they cannot be ob- 
tained too foon. Young mind* are 
V * ► ♦ * * -* the 
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the fittcft to take the ply of civility 
and good manners. The tafk is lefs 
ealy, and the fuccefs more uncertain, 
when we enter upon this bufinefs late 
in life j when intra<3:able humours 
have gathered firength, and the un-»^ 
focial manner is become habitual to 
us. Whatever may be objedted to the 
inc?ipacity of this age ii) other re- 
fpcfts, youth is out of cjueftion the 
time for acquiring righ|; propenfities 
aqd yjrtuous habits. 


MR. LOCKE. 

, Your Lordfhip has fo many good 
wordis at command upon all occafions, 
that it is difficult not to be filenced 
at leaft, if not convinced, by your 
rhetoric. But my prefcnt concern is 
to have a clear conception of your ar- 
gument, which in plain terms, as I 
apprehend it, ftands thus; ^* That 

D 3 ** every 
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^^ eycry nitibn his ihihf vic^S and 
^i follies 16 corfca: irt Itfdf; that thi« 
^' is perliaps mbtt'itpechlly tht cafe' 
^* of our bwh.; apd that 6afly ^nroFf 
*' is thc6nty^at1eatt:ttai mbftpfojjcf^^ 
f< cure fpr tKefti.'* " •-' '^ '- ^ 


lokf) SHAFTS6BtJiL%i 




, That, Sir, li piy meanifig; And, 
tho' expreflbd -m more words tnai^ 
may be neceflafy,' it is furely not co? 
loured by any rh€|:orical pxaggefaliohS. 
But you mull allow me tq proceed ii) 
my own way, attd leftfbrce the general 
argument, I tave delivered, by apply- 
ing it Jp the particular exigencies and 
»eccffities of our Englifh youth. 


You, who have been abroad in the 
world and have Ibjuft a knowl^dg? 
9f other ftates and countries, tell me, 
if di^re. can be any thing more ridi-r 
culous than the idiotjPREjuDiCES 'of 

our 
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9m homc^-brisd / gentlemen'; which 
ihew tfai^jnieivefi^ whenever their own 
4ear Ifland comes, in any refped^/ 
to be the topic of converfation. 
What wondrous conceits of. their 
own 'prowefs^ wifilQm, nay of their 
manners and politenefs ! With what 
lUfdain is a foreigner mentioned by 
^em/and with what apparent figns 
of averiion iis hie very peribn treated! 
They fcafoely give you leave to fup- 
pofe that any virtuous- quality can 
thrive out of their own air, or that 
good fenfe can be expreffed in any 
^reigtl language. Nay, their foofifli 
pf epoflefEon extends to their very foil 
and climate. Such warm patriots 
«tf$i they, Aich furious lovers of their 
jtountry, diat they will have it to be 
tM theatre of all convenience, de-» 
Hg^t, and beauty. 

D 4 «« To 
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** To hear their difcourib' ainon]^ 
^< themfelves, one would imagine that 
^^ the fineft lands near the Eupbratest 
^* the Babylonian or Perfian Para^ 
^f. dijes, the rich plains of Egypt j the 
^« Graecian Tempe^ the Roman ; Cam^ 
f^pania, Lombar(fy^ Provence, tiict 
^^ Spanifli jinttalufia, or the moft dcli^ 
*f cious trafts in the Eaftcrn or Weft-* 
<<: ern /W/Vj, were con tiemptible coun- 
«« tries- in rcfpefib of what they dftte 
^* upoh under the name of Old JEflg-^ 


m 

Now, if it were only for the fake 
of truth and decency, if it were but 
to avoid the ridicule to which thefe 

palpable abfurdities and childifh fan^ 
cies expofe them, one cannot but wiih 
that our countrymen would open, their 
eyes, and extend their profpeft be- 
yond their own foggy air, and dirty 
acresl * 

But 
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But diis is the leaft Inconvenience 
of their home-breeding. How many 
lotv HABITS and fordid praiftices 
grow upon our . youth of fortune, 
and even of quality, from the ixi^ 
fluence of their family , or at beil 
provincial, education ! 

They retain fo much of their 
Sdxon or Norman charadter, that their 
nobleft pafTion is that of the Choce ; 
and their ibndeft purfuit, a horfe-^race, 
or other ruilic diveriion. Their ideas 
are all taken from the ftable or ken- 
Qel ; and thiey have hardly words for'> 
any other fort of converfation. t 

In conjundion with this habit, or 
in direct con&quencc of it,^ they- 
plunge themfelves into the brutali- 
ties of the Bottle and Table. Having 
litde ufe of the faculty of thinking or 
difcourfing on any reafonable fubjedt, 

* they 
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^Sbxxf 'can& not nbw. ibbnithc^ dis 
tiiemfelves for cdther^ !-Tf>thui d9t(l»> 
tfaeur ^Qfloins are of £bvert^ (^cd tl 
43id if any fpark.of litt iS^wif ^kurw 
tkb beilill ftnfu^iied^ Uiey qoeiich; 
it iGbrth with , in the iirongefk srines^ 
or, which fuits their tafld. a{id .^fi^; 
bcft, in their own country liquor^ 


A 4 . t 


M This \ fottifli debaadb. leads tcr 
<)tfaerd^ ^ My youog inoAier wlBl 1» 
denied no anuhsl gnafi&eatbiu 'jAnd 
tfenl, low t!|trigueii> and viilgar amouss 
fiitotv '^f Ginif foK^ittwhich the funt 

« 

completed*. : 




\oT^9iii^i^^K£^^^ in this 

dnrtrzy^itehour; uojc&tperhaps^Iyoiii* 
cjUxfKit i tbo& : iniecmli^r which ^tah: 
kaidiy be .cidkd baid^ when His haifr. 
dt$>£$d! Modenftafding fiaetnfi ftunnbd^: 
;;ft)i>td^ i^9)fi awaketied^ t^ partyf^rage^* 
.11 ' pjc^ipni? 


4e€tiofi-buille/ atid t^9 J^ik a^ 


* V 


AbMiR A<L* • pattibti ' thefe ? and 
irfefullcr dii2ten» by far, than if they 
Jiad acijuirfed^ feme relifli df temper^ 
itnce, decency^ and reafon in foreign 

potirts/and thti riflofe ita|>Foved fociet 
ties of Europe! \' 

Birt' fuppo^e but ycMing gentlettiaft 
tcr have eicaped this fordid tafte, ari<t 
py bettfer luik- than ordinary to hav^' 
finiflicd his home^education without^ 
' much iftjiiry to his mcorals* Nayy 
fbppofe him to be inured^- ill good 
time, to better difcipline^ and to hav^ 
had the advantage of \rhKt is called 
Amongft u^, by a violent figure of 
Speech, a liheral education. 

s 

t 

iTo put the cafe at the beft, fup- 
pofe hicfi to have been well whipped 

thro* 


i 
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i^tro'.olte of our pu^jlic fi^hooU, and. 
to come full fraught, at length, with 
Latin and Greek, from his .college* 
Yqu fee him, now, on d%p yerge-^of 
tb^ yrprld, and juft ready, to. ftep intO; 
iti But, good heavens, with what; 
PRINCIPLES and manners! Hia. 
^irit broken by the i^ryfle awe of 
pedants, and his body unfafhicuied bj 
the genteeler exercifes ! Timid at the 
iame time,- and rude ;* illiberal, and 
Ungraceful ! An abfurd compound o£ 
abj<!(ft: :fentiments, apd ; bigoted no^ 
tions, on . the one hand i and of 
clpwiflii coarfe, ungainly den^e^nr 
our, on the other! In a word, both, 
ifi mind and perfon, the farthc'ft in the 
world from any thing that is haod-r 
ibjiie,:.gi?ntjemanlikey or of vfe and 
acceptation in good company ! - 

\ 

. - Brjng' but one of tjiefc grown boys 
into a circle of well-bred people, fuc^ 

as' 
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as his rank and fortune entitle Him, 
and in amanner. oblige him, to live 
with. And fee how forbidding his 
air, how imbaraffi^d all his lodts: and 
imotions ! His aukward attempts at 
civility would £rov6ke laughter, if, 
again, his ruftic painful bai(hfulnd$ 
did not excite one's pity, . ", What 
wondfer if the young man,, under thejfe 
'i:ircamftanccs, is glad to fhrink away, 
as fbon as poffiblc, from fo CQnftjfain? 
ing a fituation ; and to feek the low 
fociety of his inferiors; at leail of ibch ' 
as: himfelf among his equals, where he 
can be at eafe, and give a locfe to his 
unformed "and rdiforderly behaviour ! 

But now, on the other hand; icat 
a young gentleman, who has been 
trained abrgad, ; . who has been ac- 
cuftomed to the fight and converfation 
of men ; who "has learnt his^ exercifes, 
"lias feme ufe of the languages, and has 

read 
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tead his Horace or Homcr in good 
company ; Let fuck an one# at his ne^ 
turn, make his appearance iii the bcA 
ibcietics ; and (e6 mth what eaie» and 
addrefs^ he filftains his part in them^ 
how liberal his air and mannerl. hoiar 
managed ctnd decorous his ddivery of' 
himfelf! In fliort^ how welcdme ta 
fevery body, and how prepared to 2c^ 
quit himfelf in the ordinary^ conmiercsf 

of the wcriid, and in converiation J 

/ 

I SHdxTLi) thinks if thcire were skt 
^ther advantage of early travel^ befidd 
this oi manners p it were well wortii 
fetting againft all the other incon^ 
venicnces^ whatever they be, of this 
iort of £dacatiian4 - 

Allt. LOCKE* 

Good, my Lord— 

XORp 
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LORD $>iAFT*6BUR,iri 

» - - 1 i • 

I KNOW what yott would fiys^ 
That manwrSf ia the proper acccpV- 
ation of the word^ »t leaft in the fenic 
of wife men, implies much more thaii 
the eafe; aiTurance^ , civihty (call it 
what yoU will) which a youlig Trave- 
ler is fuppofed to acquire in his in- 
tetcourib with * the politer nations^ 
Without doubty it does. But^ giv€ 
iixe this foundation of good breedijng 
to work upon, and if I fiad the tutor- 
age of a noble youth, 1 duril be au^ 
fwerabltf for all the reft, which even 
^a philoibpher includes in his fubUl»c 
notion of mannerj ; Whereas without 
it,; his improvements of other forts 
would be almofl thrown aw^yf na^ 
bis Txrtues themf^ves would be of- 
festive and tmlovely. 
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But don't imagine I confine myfelf 
to manners in the obvious meaning of 
that Term. I farther underftand by 
'it an ability for ingenious, ufeful, and 
manly converfation. For a traveller, 
that makes the proper ufe of his op- 
portunities, will be all of a piece, and 
"return as poliflied in his mind and un- 
derftanding, as in his perfon. 

And here, again, how deficient is 

the turn aftd coorfe of our ordinary 

education ! Whither would you fend 

our ypung pupil to accomplifh him- 

■felf in the neceflary art of fpeak- 

ing handfortiely and thinking juftly ? 

'what companions have you provided 

for him, or what inftruftors in this 

man-fcience will you direft hini to? 

Shall he court the acquaintance of 

Tome lettered pedagogue in the fchools, 

or foUicit the precious communication 

of feme famed profeffor in the occult 

"^ ' fciences ? 
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fcibnces ? Wonderful models of cor- 
tc6i wit, fublime fenfe, and. elegant 
expreffionJ ' 

! I HAVE read of an antient Rheto- 
ilcian, that took upon him to teach 
others the art of /peaking i but in fuch 
iway; fays my author, that if a man 
had a mind to learn the art of not 
Jfeaking^ he could not have been di- 
ra£ted to an abler maften 

I FOjiBfiAR the application of my 
little tale, out of pure refpedt to the 
Iftdde'rn difdples and ornaments of 
ihis'antient fchool ; and without pirfh- 
iiig matters fo far, it will be owned 
that whatever advantage of this fort 
may be left at home, the lofs will . be 
amply made up to an inquifitive travel- 
ler, on the Continents France^ ahd even 
^Zftf/j' 'abounds in men of diflingui(hed 
iijetature and politenefs. Nay, a 
tti.i E German' 
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Gcrpian Profcflbr may fupply ihg. 
place of an Univerfity Dodor. Thinks 
what illuftrious perfons may he ibmc- 
times met with even in a Dutch town j 
and how many iiiftrudtiv^ hours: you 
and I have pafled in con verfation with 
filch knowi^g> * candid, a,nd acqom^ 
plifhed fcholars, as Lb Clerc, and 
Lin'poRCH. Phitefopby, iand: even 
Divinity could teke.a liberal air, uti-^^ 
der their man^gScaent ; and eloqiisnca 
itfelf might be learned, on almoft 
^veryfu.bjeia>.wth^if •cQmpaiiy. : T 




I coNsi0£ii 'ik^n the acqu^ii4:|np« 
and familiarity vqF men of ftgjiii^fit 
parts an4 g^niu^ as ^nt^her ^i£k&rt 
dcrahle benefit . fefiil|ii\g . frpft^ ibA% 
way,.9f fbreigp'ed«?<itj^ii^ 3 : : * : 1 

ii$/W (for npw I htivi?. venturfed ihu^ 

- « 

&r .ill the .dogooattc icm^ I ^od.fSSTi' 
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felf, like. our authorized teachers, a 
little impatient of control and in a 
hunuiur to run myfelf out without 
let or interruption) Hill, I fay, there 
arc higher advantages in yiew from 
travelkcj culture and education, 

*♦ • 
A ^ ^ ft, A « 

^ You may thiijjc as flightly, as you 
pleafe^ of the exterior polifh of man^ 
tiers y or may even treat, as fuperficial, 
the information that can be acquired 
in gopd company. But what fay you 
tp that fupreme accomplifhment, a 

KNaWLEDGE OF THE WORI,D ? A 

fcience fo ufeful, as to fuperfede or 
di^raqe all the reft; and fo profound^ 
as tQ xzi^rit all the honours, and to fill 
up all the xneafures; of the beft philo- 
^9phy ? For, by a knowledge of the 
worlds I mean that which refults from 

•■'V . . 

jthe obfervation of men and things; 
J&pm. an acquaintance with the cu- 
i^ms^ and ufages of other nations; 

E 2' from 


t 
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from fome iniSght into their pblicies^ 
governrrient, religibn ; in a word, 
from tile flUdy and contemplation 6f 
meri; as they prefent thenlfelveS on 
the great ftage of the world, in vari- 
ous forms, and under different ap^ 
pearances. . This is that mafter- 
fcience, which a gehtlemah fhould 
comprehend, and which 6ur fchobls^ 
and colleges n'evef hear'd bf. 

I KNOW this fcience Is too diffi- 
cujt to be peffedtly acquired but by 
long habit arid Inaturc teflexibn.' J, 
know it is not td be expefted from a 
llight furvey of mankind; frbrh a haffy 
paiTage thro' the different countries, 
or a fhort refidence in the great towiis, 
of Europe. All this I ^m not to be 
told ; but it muft be allowed me at 
the famfe time, that fo important a 
ftudy cannot be entered upon tcb 
tbon, and that the rudiments at leaft 

of 
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of this fcience cannot be laid in too 

early. 

The proper bufinefs of men, efpe- 
cially thofe of rank and quality, lies 
among men. The'firft and laft ob- 
jecfl of a Gentleman fliould be an inti-r 
piate ftudy and knowledge pf his 
Xpecies. 3ay, that fome chapters of 
^is great book, the world, are above 
his comprehenfion, and too obfcure 
for his reading. Yet others are eafiqr 
and more manageable. Initiate a 
young mai> betimes in thefe purfuits, 
and his progrefs, as in other things, 
muft be the more fuccefsful. 

Above all, let him be taught to 
give an early attention to the manners 
of men, to obfervc their difppfitions, 
to infpeft and analyze their characters. 
What a fietd is here for an intelligent 
young man, aiSfted by the fiiperior 

E 3 lights 
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lights and experience of an able go* 
vernor ! And what a harveft of true 
knowledge and learning muft he ga-r 
iher atid bring home with him, from 
the numberlcfs varied fcenes he hM 
paflcdthro' in his voyages! With 
\vhat luftre muft fuch a perfoh appear, 
in the court or fenate of his owii 
country ! How fecUre againft the ^t-t 
tempts of artifice an<i defigh! tlife 
plots of infidioufe enemies, or the- plTe-- 
tences of falfc friends! how apt fot* 
the bufinefs of life, arid for bearing 
^his part in public 'debate*; aild'Conf 

^liiltatiohs ! ■:.-:;. 


r f 


W . 


MR. LOCKE* 

.Your Lord{hip[ declaims fp handr 

fpnij^k on:this themerthat I am fome- 

thing, loth. to fyoil your panegyric- by 

afkiflg a plain queftion, :*^ How thia 

- MJknowlcdge ofi the public aiF^s of 

-i " his 
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'* his own country is to be come at by 
^^ our foreign traveller ?" 


I.ORD SHAFTESBtfRY, 

As if the objeifts of that knowledge 
were not every where much the fame ! 
Bigotry or Fanaticifm in religion, 
felfiih or fadlious intrigues in govern- 
ment, negleftcd or ill-improved agri*- 
culture or commerce, infolence an4 
vi^ant of discipline in fleets and armies, 
a bad-^conftituted police, venal ma- 
igiftracies, and . a corrupt adminiftra^- 
tioni Are not thefe the principal 
mifchiefs to be guarded againfl by 
our young citizen, or perhaps fenator ? 
And where is the jcx)untry , which does 
not afford opportunities of laying in 
U&ful leilbns on all thefc fubjeds ? 

To /ay the leaft, a little homp* 
;pra^ce will go a great ,way when en- 

E 4 tered 
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tercd upoa with fo true a preparation 
of general knowledge. On the other 
hand, it hardly needs to be obferved, 
the difadvaotage, . with which our 
young ^Iflander muft come into this 
fcene ; a novice to the affairs of the 
world ; a ftranger to men and cha- 
radters j and who has never perhaps 
llretched his obfervation beyond the 
Tiariow circle of his companions^ oi: 
even Ws own' family. 

My panegyric, ias you call this plain 
reprefentatioh of fadts and things, 
iRTOuld never have ah end, if Tvirefe'to 
take "to !myfeif all the' advantagesV 
'whidrthis topfc oF-aneafly khd\v- 
ledgef of the .world ' in a young travel- 
ler, 'aflfbrds me.' Biit I leave' the reft 
to be fupplied out of thefc^ hints-; 
and pafs on to otiber confiderations, 
'whidi ieem of moment to. the^edit 
■ and-««piitati6n of bur countiy,-«Ha §> 


I 
I 
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the accomplifhment, at leaft, of our 
ingenuous youth ; however they may 
rank in the eftimation of fomQ, who 
in modern times have aiTumed to 
themfelves' the name and office o£ 
philofophers, 

. You, who have fo much a noble t 
way of thiiiking, than thefe nominal 
fages, will allow me, I hope, to lay 
foine ftrefs^dathe liberal arts: 
which adorn and embellifh hu^B^ 
j^ife ; and, where they prevail to foiifie 
degree of perfeftion, are among^thej 
fureft marks of the civiHty and polite- 
jiefs of any people* ' ' 

It is notorious enough how back- 
ward we have been, and ftill are, in 
all thefe elegant and mufe-likc appli- 
cations. There is little or nothing in 
UtiQVfzy oi piSiure, fculpturey and the 
furts Qidejign among us^ that can Hand 

the 
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is Ibmcthing, Ihavc ever obferVqd, coijt 
genial to the liberalaicts in the reign- 
ing fpirit of a free people* It muf^ 
then be our own fault, if our progref§ 
in every elegant purfuit do not Jceep 
pace with our excellent conftitution., 

, But the likelieft way to quicken 
the growth of thefe ftud^?^, is to turn 
our attention from the bad models of 
OMr own country/ and epter into a free 
ctttnmetc^.and genero^ ftruggle, as 
it were, wil;Ji our ippre .adyam:?d 
neighbours. And it is here again, as. 
in the ' manners, .^nd ajrts of life> the 
&eds of. good jtafte canppt .be c.omr 
liiitted to the. mind too foon.; Itwere 
then to be wifli^d, that oi^r; young 
men had. right imp^flions of ^r/ in 
Aeir tender years ; and that, forming, 
their relifh among the ableft profi- 
cients in Europe y tjiey might after- 
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^ards comftiuniciate their improve-^ 
ments to their own country. 

* . * «. • 

Thus, it might be hoped, in fbmc 
convenient time we fhould have fome- 
thing of* our own to oppofe to the 
wit, karning, and elegance of France i 
ari^ that, in the mechanic execution 
of the fine arts, we fhould come at 
length to vye wit^ the Italian maftersi. 


/■ \ 


Nor think, that fuch an emulation 
tis^this would be without it's ufe, even 
in a moral and political view* , Beauty 
and Virtue are nearer of^ kin, than 
every one is perhaps aware of: And 
the mind that is taken with the charni 
of what is. true : and becoming in the 
reprefentation of fenfible things, can- 
not .bp inattentive to thofe qualities in 
the higher fpecies and moral forms. 
It is thither indeed the virtuofo pafCon 
V - naturally 
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Baturally tends; and thpre, |^ finely 
tefts. 

!^id VERUM atque decens euro et rogOj et 
omms in bo'cfum. 


> t 


But I fee what you think of thil 
language. Let nje add then, that 
Policy, afi well as well as philol0phy# 
is on the fide of thcfe ftudies. Who 
can doubt their yirtuc in ibftoning^and 
refining the manners of a people ? Or, 
lo'tafcc poEcym it*s vulgar fenfe, where 
woul4 be the hurt, \S Britain wftrtith^ 
feat of Arts and Letters, as wdil: as c£ 
trade and liberty ? Then might nvk he 
travelled to, in.pur turn,: as our npgh^ 
hours are at prefent : anfid our fiouiiy 
try, amidft it's other ^acquifitioh^,^ \» 
fdib qarichisd (I ufe ' liie word ixi it's 
proper, not metaphorical iboib) with 
u new fpfides oi cofhrnqace* \ ; 


' • » 


Not 
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•Not t© infift, :that th^ Jiicendant 
Yfhiph one aatioft itekes oyer lainQtbeir 
in all public coucfirns, h very much 
owing to this pre-teminencc of tafto 
and politenefs, to it's acknowledged 
fupcfiority, I may fay, fn the iit^rate 
fcnd J victuafo ; charad^r 2 £t£ which 
prance is an ioftance in bur 4sys ;. ai 
Baly is weU:. knowar to hav^ ;beeii m 
the days qF kaur forefathers* • ... : 




. Anjd^ if there be ufe and * v^lue ki 
fwjh thbgSi .how ihaH ojur ingemiQUP 
youth be tinftured with a ri^t : ffeafc 
of them, but by early and well-con- 
dufled travel ? For what difdpHne, 
hisfaaLtincamplsa, what encouragements 
imiti we. at home? What aoadenpJes 
jfon l^Bc genteel fixercifes ? what cw- 
ibcebces foe \^hfi improvement of art 
or language ? whsit- focieties for the 
cultivation of the liberal charaifter ? 


i • 


The 
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The contemplation of thefe defers 
tarries me ftill farther ; to the foiirce 
and fountain of them all^ which I 

*make no fcruple to lay open to you* 

• I - • 

Time' 'was, Sir, when Philofophy 
herfelf colild: appear with grace / eiren 
in court8> when the great and noble^ 
nay and prinices themfelves were ' not 
afhamed to be of her train, but fre- 
quented her fludious fchools and 
walks, and were even ambitious v of 
her company in their hours of leifure 
and recreation. 

See now to what unpraAifed celli 
and ignoble focieties iheis degraded! 
h^ graceful form faded and fhrunk ; 
4ier ingenuous fprightly air deadtened 
into I know not what gloom and au- 
ilerity of the cloyfter. ^ -: : -^ 

. You 


FOREIGN TRAVEL. 65 

You, who have done more than 
any other^ to retrieve her credit and. 
bring her back to the world, can. heft 
tell her prefent degenerate condition. 
You know where fhe lies, un^p- 
proached by her former fuitors 5 hfer 
liberal manner foured into difdain and. 
hate i her perfuafive voice, - which 
fpoke the^ language of the Gods, 
broken into untuned numbers and dif- 
cordant harfhnefs ^ arid her very, fenfe 
corrupted into empty fophifins andun- 
intelligible jargon. ; The Graces, thofe 
comp^nipns . of her better days, are 
all iled : Ai^ in. their room, a riotous 
band of faui^ and j^atyrs dance around 

her. Yet ftill .ihe- aflfumcs a fort of 



mock-fovereignty; and, under the new" 
na)mje of Genius qfthe Schools^ prefidcs, 
in fullen majefly, over her numerous, 
fervile, awe-ftruck votaries* 


In 
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In fome fuch Wiay as this, were I 
at liberty to ptirfue the figured fpeec)^, 
and to adopt the higher tone of the 
afttient mafters, would I prqfume to 
reprefent the prcfent ftate of Erudi'^ 
tion, as we fee it managed, in certain 
fublime feats and authorized nurferiea 
amongft us. ' ^ 

' Antd would you invite our liberal 
and noble youth to refort thither ? 
Could you expccft that their free ^irits 
would ftoop to be le^ured by bearded 
boySy or that their minds could ever 
be formed and tutored by fech pedants 
in a way that fits them for the real 
pradice of the world and of mankind ? 

r 

Have we not long enough ^b- 
mitted to the inconveniences of this 
monkifh education ? Look onthe ge- 
nerality of thofe perfons who have 
had their breeding in thofe feminaries. 

What 
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What principles in morals, in govern- 
tnent, in religion have fprouted thence ! 
What difpofitions have we known 
corrupted by their difcipline! what 
Underftandings perverted by their 
fervile and falfe fyftems ! Has truth, 
or liberty, or reafon fair play frotn 
that quarter ? Nay, has not truth and 
liberty and reafon, tho' fpeaking by 
6 N E of their own fons, been calum- 
niated and rejefted ? In. a word, have 
they not always fet themfelves to ob- 
ftruct the progrefs of true knowledge, 
and the caufe of fteedqm ? 

If fuch then be the ftatd of our 
own feats of literature and education, 
what more needs be alledged in the 
behalf of Foreign Travel; which 
is the only means left to remedy thefe 
mifchiefs, or at leaft to palliate and 

correct them? 

« 

F 2 D I A- 
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DIALOGUE II. 

LORP SHAFTESBURY-^MR* LOCKE} 

T O 

ROBERT MOLESWORTH, ESQ, 

HE R E I concluded my defence : 
When Mr. Locke, perceiving, 
by the attention we all paid to him, 
that we were now prepared to receive 
his anfwer, raifed hinifelf in his chair, 
and with a firmer tone and look, than 
I expefted, addreffed, himfelf to. me 
in t!he following manner, 

MR, I-OCKE, 

» # ^ » • ^ 

. Were the A»bje^ befpre us a mat- 
ter of indifierenw or curiofity, fuch 

^ i41e men arc ufccl to difcourfe of, I 

F 3 could 


70 ON THp trSjES OE 

could allow your Lordfhip to purfua 
It m this way of raillery and decla- 
mation. But^ if evcj- there w^u. a 
queftion, thaf dcferved the examih-r 
ation of a philofopher, properly fo 
ca}lec}/it is> fiirefy, this of Educa- 
tion ; And, amoag^ the various parts 
of it^ none is more ftrl<3:ly to hs Uir 
quired intOj, as none is, perhaps, Co, 
big with important cqnlequ^^^s^ as 
that which Qpxacs :re€omn>e|idec| tq 
lis ui^(jQr the ige<;i9u?, papie of ' F<1-^ 

I COULD npi,.tjvej^qre^ 
tp hear yovir ; ^^jo^dihip ^nlasge ./q 
much, and fq. long,^ pn I kii3;9>y. i^qt 
what varnifh of manners and good 
breeding 5 of the kpovJedge of men 
and the world; of arts, languages,, 
and^ ofhW tralppingaL aii(J ft**^ ^tp- 
^eridag^ of eduwtk)*! ? }uft as rf ai> 
^rckhea^ftcmld cfltiirt^ft yo^-with a 
^ ' difcourfe 


• • » ^ -^ 
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difcoutfe on Fdlopns, aild FoKage, 
or the finiftiing of his Freeze and 
Capitals^ when ypu expciSed him to 
inftru<3: you in what way to erc<a a 
iblid ediitoe on firm walls and dura- 
ble foundations^ 

What .a rcafonabk mail wants to 
know,, is. The propqr method of 
building up men: whereas your Lord- 
fhip feems foUicitous for little more 
than tricking out a fet of fine Gentle^ 
nietk. It feemed, indeed^ as if your 
Lofrdfhip had (talculated your defence 
of travelling for a knot of Virtuofi, 
or aflill mQreiafhionable€ifcle(Where9 
idoubtlo&# it wotild pafs with fnuch 
«:lfe and wiliiGut . contradii^ion) % and 
bad,, ^mt how^p. ^gotten that your 
heaters are. all fdain men.; one of 
themy an old one; and he too^ as 
your Loniihip loves to qualify him^ a 
Philofopher. 

F4 To 
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To fpeak my mind frankly, my 
Lord, your defence of foreign traveh 
as lively and plaiifibje as it feemed, 
has no folid bafis to reft upon. You 
tell us of many defedls in the breeds 
ing of our Englifli youth, and you 
would willingly redrefs them : But in 
what way this is bcft done, can never 
be known from yague and general de^ 
clamation. 

To make this inquiry to purpofe, 
Ibme certain principles muft be laid 
down; fome fcheme of life and man-* 
ners^ - miift be formed ; fome idea or 
model of the charader, you would 
imprint on young minds, muft be de- 
ifcribed; to which we may conftantly 
refer, as we go along; and by which, 
as a Rule, we may eftimate the fitnefi 
and propriety of that fort of breeding, 
you would recommend to us. 

Since 
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Since your Lordfliip then will 
needs have mc dilate to you on the 
fubjedt of Education, I mufl have 
leave to do it in another way, and af- 
ter a more fblenln manner, than you 
perhaps expedt in, this freedom of 
cpnverfation, 

I BEGIN with this certain Princi- 
ple, That the buiinefs of Education is 
to form the IJnderstanding, and 
regulate the Heart; If man, be a 
compound of Reafon, and Paffion, 
the only proper difcipline of his na- 
ture is^ that which ac^ompUfhes thf fe 
two purpojTes^ 

't • • - . 

So far we are, doubtlefs, agreed* 
But the fubjedt requires a more par- 
ticular application of this principle. 

You have laboured with much 
plaufibility to perfuadc us, That the 

only 


74 ON THE USES OP- 

only reafbnable edcKratioh is that which 
prepares and fits a man for the com- 
merce 6f the world : And I readily 
admit the notion, provided we firft 
agree about the meaning of this big 
word, the World* Yoar Lordihip, 
it may be, in your fublime view of 
things, is projefting to make of your 
Fupil, what is called, in the vy^deft 
fenfe of the terms, a Crtizen of the 
world: A great and awfiil charaftef , 
my Lord \ But let us advance by juft 
degrees, _ 

FrasT, if you plfeafe, let us *prov 
vide that he be a worthy etti'zen of 
England -, and, by your favour, let me 
ennoUe this fnaall -Mind of our^s, 
with the pompotrSi appellation of the 
world. It is that world, at leaft, in 
which our adventurer is 'to play his 
part 5 aiid for the c6nMnercck>f which 

it 
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It concerns him njoft immediately to 
l)C- prepared,* 

. JNo w, as ymwr Locdihip's chief care 
b dite£ked, very re^fi^blyt towards 
it's chiQf ftibjeAss I m^ao the mca 
of rank and fortune; whofe am- 
pkc property and noble birth givie 
their country the grcateft concern ia 
their education^ Let ine afk in what 
nianner they are likejy to qualify 
dJnsmiehres ^ bcft for the important 
parts>. they are to a£t in it ^ 

LORD SBJAF^TESBURY^ 

Ge R T Ai N L V, ''by acquiring that 
knowledge and; thofe accomplifti- 
nk^iita^ that are moft proper for the 
difcharge of theni, 

~B^NbouBVEDLLy,iTiyLord t There 
» *•'■'■' 

c^pi^ot be twt) anfwers to fo plain' a 

- queftiottt 
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quefHon. As that education is^ in 
general, the beft, which forms the 
man^ in the befl manner i fo, in this 
confined vie w, that education mufl "be 
thought the beft, which forms the 
Engii/hman, in the beft manner. 

• To proceed then on this reafon- 
able conceflion. 

An Englifh citizen or, if you will. 
Senator (for this is the ftation to whidi 
our greater citizens do, and our beft 
Ihould afpire) can never acquit him- 
felf of the duties he owes his country, 
under this* chaxafter, but by furnifli- 
ing himfelf with ^\\ thofe qualities of 
the headzp^ ke^rt^ which his fupedor 
rank and pretenfions demand. 


This Z^ chapter is dH important 
one, and would be very, lopg, if juftjce 
were done %q it. Hut a fyn^pwy of 

the 
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the ipain articles, of which it confifts, 
may be given in ffiw words. .: .. 


> I < 


. I REQuiRjB^ .^». in. our young 

alpirant, to, the name and hohours of 
an Englifh SdnMor^ That hi^ mind 
be. e^rlyand thproughly feafoned with 
the principles^ of virtue and religion : 
T]|i?t he, be trained, .by a ftrifl: diici^ 
pline, to the comnpialid of his.lempcr 
and pailions ; in one word, that he be 
iniured to habits of felf*<pgQvernoient : 
That his ambition be awakened, or 
rather diredted, to it*s right object 
the public good ; :9Xid> tp that end, that 
his foul be .fired with the love pf excel* 
lence and ti:ue honour: Above all,That 
he have^ reverence for the legalconr^ 
ftitutiofi pi his country, and a fervent 
affeiS^on for the great community, 

to which he belongs; 

... ,1 , -, -. 

.. YoyR Lordfliiip has a due refpeiSl 
£ojr.jhe£b virtuous qualities of the 

Heart, 
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HkART) which will gite this cfcftd* 
deration it's foil weight with yo»a 
But were they of ho more account^ 
than many inftitutc^s of youth feem 
difpofed to reckott lh«m/ ftill ii^tb 
itne other qualities^ f hofe* of theH& a%^^ 
in dVfery man's iceoiint eflcntialTy' r^ 
qiiifte to 'the difchargef of tho^ <^ 
fioes^ which oir^greMer citken^ii^ 
deitimtd to foibdn. ^ ■* ^^ :^^u^\ 


: c/c ' '. : 'I : I .U) 


1 HEQrpiitit therefore,^ in vifhe^fiext 
plac^e^^ that ouf yofing ^rtator hayfc ^ 
iieady and familiar ufej-^^eaft, of the 
Liilaa-«)iigofe: ^^ut Lordihij^'/t 
knoWi^will addy and of the Gredt { 
btttJui this I kixi'mt'^ pfitttnpt&r^'ij 
That: he be*comp6«»tly hiflruaefcl 'ih 
the dements <>.ffdettc^, as. wdl ai 
what are' called polite Letters^ -irhaifj 
efpecially. He HmviA grounded Si 
the principles of morals, public 
and' private: Thsft^he'-fiave niiic a 


-r/ f . « . t 
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thorough acquaioitance with the hiflory 
of his own country, and with it's Con- 
ftitution, CivU' and Ecclefianical : 
That he have a general xnfight into 
the hiftory of the worlds antient and 
modern : Above all, that be have a 
well exercifed underftanding, I mean 
that he be taught to reafi>a clearly 
and confequentisdly upon any fubje& : 
At>d, farther^ lx> put all thefe nbi^tii^ 
to ufe, di^thchat i. ready coinmand 
of His oWDf lai]^age^ and the power 
of expreding :liim&lf^ whether in 
writing or fp^aking^ with ea£r and 
perfpicuity, at leaft, if not with ele* 
gance, 

. Otk£& ornamental qualities I omit 
for the prefent, which will alniofl: 
conne of themielves, if his education 
be rightly conduced ; or may be ac- 
quired with little pains, and in the 
way. of diverfion only. But thele 

folid 
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Iblid accomplifhments I hold it. ne- 
ceffairy for our youth of quality to pof- 
fefsr by the time in which they ufually 
pafs dut of the hands bf their Tutor.?! 
and *Governors> I mean the age of 
twenty one* 

■ « 

Ail I unreafonable in thefe .Re- 
mands ? ,or can; any: thing Icfs ' be 
difpenfed with in a Geatlcman ^ho, 
by eftabliflied cuftom, is to enter into 
the world, at thpfe^ars, and to bear 
a part in the public bufinefs and te- 
giflature of his country?/ ,.\. ; 

LORD SHAFTESBURV. ,,; _ 

Without doubt, thefe accom- 
pliihmeftts are no more thah riaay be 
reafonably required in out young Geii-* 
tleman, or Senator. Btit how thfey 
are to be comfe at in our vulgat way of 
Education, I do not eafily apprehend. 

MR. 
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MR. LOCKE^ 

Of that, 1ft due time< At prefent 
you accept this a6 a feafonable idea 
or fketch of an Englifli Gentleman's 
charafter j fuch as the courfc of his 
education ought to imprint upon him i 
And I fhall now (hew you very clearly 
that it is not poflible to be attained in 

the way of foreign travel. 

, — 

«CoNsi0ER,^fy?ofall,the unavoid- 
able WASTE OF Time; of Aat time 
which is fo precious in every view > 
not only as being the moft proper for 
making the acquifitions; I ipeak of; 
but as being the only period of his 
life, which he will be at liberty to 
employ in that manner. 

Early youth \b flexible and do- 
cile : apt to take the imprefiions of 
virtue, and ready to admit the princi- 

G pies 
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pies of knowledge. The faculties of 
the mind are then Vigorous and alert : 
the conception quick, and the me- 
vaOfty retentive! The hutnble drud- 
gery of acquiring the elementa of li- 
terature and ^i^^ce is to young minda 
an ciafy and a flattering employment. 
A fubmiffiy^ reverefice for tbeir 
teachers difpofes them to pix>oeed 
without relu6);ance in any path that is 
prefcribed to them ; and a fpringing 
emulation, joined to a. confcioui fenfe 
of gradual improvement^ gives fotce 
and conftancy to their purfuitsi. The 
obje&s of tl»ir ^plication feem im« 
portant ; Hot only from the authority 
of thofe who have the dureCtion o£ 
their ftudies^ but chiefly pothapi^ from 
a confufed fenib of thdiir valuie, ihuch 
above what they would entertain, 
were' they able, to foum a true and 
diftindt judgment of then^ 

This* 
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THU9 then> is the fdafon for lay-« 
ing the foundatidns of.knowlddge and 
ability of every kind i and if you let 
it flip^ without applying it Carefully 
to thcrfe purpofes, you will in vain 
lament: the cniiffion in riper years^ 
tvhfii) the cares or amufements of lif4 
afford little ieifure for jfuch purfttitsi 
And Icia inclination^ 

• • • » 

There may have been ibme few 
examples of thafe,. wfaofe fuperiar in^ 
dufbry itk advanced age has attOMid 
fof the^ dde(3:6 of their educatipn. 
But in general the Man depends en^ 
tircly cm the Bsy ; and he is all hia 
life long^ Mrhat the innrprefiloncy be re^ 
ceived in his eaitly years^ have madit 
l^m* If therefore any confiderabla 
part of this precious feafon be wafied 
in foreign travel, I mean if it be adu«» 
ally not empltyed in the purfuits pro«- 
per to it« this circumftance muft needs 

G 2 be 
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be confidefed as an objeftion of great 
weight to that fort of Edxication , 


> K i.i 


Your Lordfliip may confidec/jfi>A:/i 
thc' DISSIPATION OF MIND ^attend^ 
iogon this ithierani education; while 
the fcene is conftantly changing i and 
new obje^as perpetually j^ringihg iip 
before him, to foUicit the admiration 
of our young Traveller. 

' f i • • • « 

One of : the gfcatcHfecrets in edu- 
cation is to fix the attention of youth : 
a painful operation! which require* 
long ufe and a fteady unremitting diA 
cipline; the very reverfe of that 
roving^ defultory habit, which ■ is in^ 
ieparable from the fort of life you 
would recommend. The yourtg mind* 
is naturally impatient of conftraint j 
It hates to be confined for any time^in 
the fame track ; and is flying out, at 
every turn, from the proper fubgedt of 

it*8 
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k*s meditation. Inftead of counter- 
ading this native infirmity, you in- 
dulge and flatter it ; till, by degrees,, 
the mind fofes it's tone and vigour, 
and is utterly incapable of paying a 
due attention to any thing. 

I iNstsT the tnore on this confi- 
deration, becaufe in acquiring the ele- 
ments of learning it is of great im- 
portance that the learner proceed uni- 
formly in the courfe,- on which he 
has entered. It may now and then 
be the privilege of a Genius to feize 
the principles of knowledge at once, 
a[nd to grow wife, as we may fay, by 
Intuition. But the common fort of 
minds are of another make. It is by 
flow fteps only that they arrive at 
knowledge ^ and if you ftop or divert 
their progrefs, their labour is all 
thrown away, or yields at bcft a fhal- 

G 3 low. 
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low* (uficr6cklf and Ul?di|isfl«d leanh** 

B«?T were fjo ftopoUot to be had of 
tJbe h/i pf timet or pf fkis diffipaixd 
turn of. tnindt wbich is ftill more jper^ 
nicjous, ftill I fliould objeft to thi? 

tjuvelied Ed^ici^tion on account of the 
very Objefts tp which oBr TrjvuUcr'? 
^plkatm ijB diredcd, 

I?*!5TPAp of thoT^ 0«pe/r«y attd 
fundaments^l parts ' pf knowl<aigc» 
wbif:h I requite him to htiv« laid in* 
his attention, ^ much pf it as can bt 
fpared for any thing that looks lik« 
information, is wafted on |hin|:s eithier 
frivQloiis or unimpprtapt, 

Iii8 frfi bufinefe is to make him* 
fdf p?rf€<a in th^ fprm? of Breeding, 

wbi^ \^ ^4# in ufe among thofe he 

lives 
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U^ti with^ or perba^ in their forms 
of Drcf$» only. 

Hi$ nfxt concern^ is to acquire a 
readinefd in the languages of Eurdpe ; 

Ofj to fhorten his labour as much 
as pofIible» at leaft in the French 
language. The pretence is. That he 
may fit himfelf for converfation with 
his foreign acquaintance : which t&kes 
up much time to little purpofe, * as 
the ufe ceafes, in a good degree, with 
his return home ; and. That he may 
qualify himfelf for pemfing their beft 
books : which takes him off from the 
ftudy of thofe, which are ftill better, 
in the learned languages, and perhaps 
in his own. 

If any thing^^^i&^r employ his at- 
tention, it is perhaps a little virtuofo** 
ihip. He inquires after fine pidures, 
fine ftatues, fine buildings. He vifits 

'G 4 the 
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the (hops of artificers ; gets admiflion 
to libraries^ cabinets of medals^ and 
repofitories of curiolities ; and, for 
jbme relaxation froni thefc arduous 
toUs, is frequent at Churches, Thea- 
tres; and Courts of Judicature, and 
ftares at proceffions, ceremonies, and 
other folemn lhcws» 

And, nowi when thefe three points 
have been duly attended to, I leave 
your Lordfhip to guefs vrhat leifure 
he is likely to have for acc<»mpli(hing 
himfelf in thofe other ftudies, which 
you allow me to fuppofe are of much 
greater importance. 

In one word, my Lord, if he act- 
quires any knowledge, it is only, or 
chiefly, of fuch things as he may very 
well do without, or, at beft, are of an 
inferior and fubordinate confideration : 
While the branches of learning, he 

rnuil 
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muft negleft for thcfe, aire of the moft 
conftant ufe and necefiity to him ia 
the commerce of his whole life. 

Tin then your Lordfliip can find 
a way to reconcile thefe different pur- 
fuits^ I muil be of opinion that the 
t>oafted way of Travel is the worft 
that can be contrived for the proper 
ijiftrudtion of our young countrymen* 

LORD SHAFTESBURY* 

Without floubt, if thefe Icfs im* 
portant points engrofs all their atten«* 
tion. But can there be a difEculty in 
carrying on the two defigns together ? 
efpecially> if a good and attentive 
Tutpr be at hand to dircft hiis Pupil's 
purfuit and .quicken his application ? 

MR. LOCKE, 

Your Lordfhip, like the friends 
find parents of a young Traveller, is 

for 
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for exaiStifig wondotf at ^e hands of 
this importaiit Pcrfonage^ a Tut^r* 
But the truth is^ iq manyi aad fo dif^ 
ferent things cannot be well learned, 
even with the advantage of the beft 
parts, under the very beft dire<5tion. 

Besides, your Lordlhip forgets 
that what wc now inquire into, is. 
Whether the generality of our Eng- 
lish youth of quality fhould be edu- 
cated in this form ; not, whether two 
or three young men, of the moft un« 
common genius and application, may 
not poflibly fucceed in it. I denaand 
an education^ which^ may ordinarily 
produce ufeful and able men : your 
Lordfliip is providing only for, what 
comes of itfelf^ a Prodigy* 

And now, my Lord, with this pre- 
paration, I think myfdlf enabled to re- 
ply diftindly to the feveral arguments 

4 yo« 
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^u alledged f<)^ the expediency of 
foreign traveK It is very clear^ that 
^e moft' folid advantages are loft by 
it. But perhaps we ihall find a re^ 
jcompence for this lofs in the fhewy 
and ornamental accomplifhments, 
which Travel promifes i and which 
your LordAiip fuppoiies. the world 
will readily^ and with reaibn, accept 
inftead of them* 

Thess accomplifhments are ram*** 
med up in the benefits of an enlarged 
Society and converfation j which, a- 
gain, branch exit into many heads; 
andj under different names, furnifhed, 
I think> the fubftance, as well as go* 
v^rned the n^ethod, of your vindi- 
cation. 

This was the polite arid popular 
theme, which you chofe to drefs out 
in all the colours of your eloquence. 

To 
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To make way for thcfe, and to hy 
llietn on with more jesffc6k, your Lbrd- 
fhip was pleafed to tell us a very me- 
lancholy flory. ' England, it feems^ 
19 (wcr-run with barharifm and igno- 
rance $ ( it's inhabitants are rude and 
uncivilized;' and nothing can be learnt 
among them^ which is fit to appear in 
good, company. 

If this had been faid of our fore^ 
fathers in Cesar's time, or even in 
good King EppAR's, vvhen th? land» 
they fay, was ovier-ryn with wolves 
(by which, I fuppofe^ the mpnkifh 
mythology means men, as favage) I 
could have found but little, it may be, 
tP oppofe to the accufation. But ^t 
this time of day, when Arts, and Let- 
ters have at leaft made fome progrefs 
affiong us ; when Commerce has ex- 
tended our acquaintance with the 
rwdeft parts of the globe, and Policy 

ftrengthen'd 
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ftrengthen'd our connexions with the 
moft civilized ; whtn our country is 
filled with large flourifliing^ town's^ 
afid even prides itlfelf in a vaft, opu- 
lent, and Iplendid metropolis ; I could 
not but think the charge was. a little 
aggravated, or that'your Lbrdftiip had 
forgottert to fpeak of England, as it 
now fubfifts-, in the clofe of the feven-* 
teenth century. ' It fccmtd to me as 
if the Englifli might now, at leaft, de- 
ferve to be confider'd as Men^, and 
thSit^ift our courts and camps, if not 
in our colleges, we .might ftand a 
chance^ of finding what ybiir Lordfliip 
would not difdain to tjuaftfy witH the ^ 
name of Gentlemen. 

BiJt the other reprefentation was 
more favorable to your Lordfhip*s 
c^uife': And out of that reprefentation 
arofe the feveral Barbarities, with 
which you thought fit to mortify and 
alarm us. ^jj^ 


94 P^N THE USES OP 

Tbe firft fire of ycwur zeal fe ibcnl 
on that fwarm of Prejudices, with 
which our Englifli, or at leaft Pt<^ 
vincialj youth are commcmly over-mn* 

Pkejudices, my I,qrd, i« aa fqui- 
vocal term; and may as wdl mean 
right opinion* taken upon.truft, and 
deeply rooted in the mind, as falfe an4 
abfurd opinions^ fo derived and g^o^wi 
into it. 




The formgr of theie wiU dO; nti 
hurt ; on the contrary, perhaps, thfl 
very beft part of.EdvBcatfoii i« «mr 
ployed in tiw ouIUM-e of them* 

But admit, they are of the /after 
fort : ftill they may be only the ex- 
<»ff€8 of right principles and /lotioM*- 
Aiid in that cafe, I fhould doubt whe* 
ther the evil be of confequence «noOgh 
to dcferve your indignation. Perhaps, 
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nt> ma& has enough of certain virtaes, 
that does not cirry them Something 
too far. The juft degree^ the precifc 
meant is a nice, point to hit. . The 
condition of our common nature is 
fuch, thfat we either overfhoot the 
mark, or fell fliort of it ; and your 
Lordihip eafily apprehends which is 
the more convenient as well as more 
generous part, in this mt>ral ar^hely. 

Besidie^, reflexion and experience 
will come in, foon enough to moderate 
thcfe cxceflcs. So that, for my part, 
dlough our young Piatriot fhould hap- 
pen to entertain the extravagant con- 
ceit, you diverted yourfelf . with, of 
the foil and climate of Old England j \ 
ihould take that for no great objeftion 
to his home-breeding, and fhould pof- 
fiblynot he over-forward to difabufe 
hiiu of fuch hon^fi: errors. 

Surely, 
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StJRELY, my Lord, there are ccr^ 
tain affociations of Ideas which, how- 
ever oddly . formed, your Lordfhip 

woxild be fomethiog loth to undo. 

» 

To take your own inftance : . What 

- ■ • • • • • . , . . , 

if the ideas of Liberty chanced to be 
clofely connedled with thofe of Old 
England ; fo a3, by the magic of this 
union, to convert her rude heaths and 
barren mountains into pleafurable 
landfkips ; Would yoube forward, if 
you had it in your power, to diffolve 
this charm, and, by fetting thofe ob* 
jeds in their true and proper light, 
difenchant the. mind, at the fame 
time, from the idea, or warm love at 
leaft, of Englifh liberty ? 


LORD SHAFTESBURY, 


You know well, I perceive, how 
to chufe your inftances. The force 
of this, you fuppofe, will hardly be 

loft 
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tbft oa him^ who profefTes^ himfelf an 
iuiorer cf that Liberty. But^ mndet 
Snt>ut^ I fee no fuch incQnvcaiieiice^ 
^s you fuggeft, in putting afunder two 
tisiings which truth and nature had no 
hand in bringing together. Lihsht y 
hai charms enough to attach the mind^ 
wheirerer the place of her abode be 1 
uod I have never hear'd that the love^ 
Imefi.of her fcnrm is impaired, or even 
diirgaraced> by the hgnielin^s^ of her 
habitaiioii« 

ME« I.OCKE4 

It raay be fo j and the feafon, no 
doubt, as^ in mere mortal loves, is^ 
That her habitation is rardy thought 
homely. But convince us that gur 
country is hardly worth contending 
for, and, as lovely as the Goddefs Li- 
berty may appear to enamoured eyes^ 
the generality of us fliall be the fooner 
tempted to give place to it's invadersj 

H But, 
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BuT> after alU an illuftration muft 
not be queftioned at this rate. It 
is enough^ that your Lordfhip fees 
I am not for difcarding Principles, 
under the opprobrious name of Pre* 
judices. The tender minds of youth 
are to be treated with indulgence. 
If they put forth too faft, .and too 
luxuriantly, let the ordinary me- 
thods of culture be applied to them. 
A little dreffing and pruning, at fit 
feafons, may do more good, than 
Tranfplanting : a fatal experiment, in 
many cafes; which, in checking the 
immoderate vigour of it's growth,^ 
kills the tree, or, at beft, brings on a 
languifhing and dwarfifh imbecillity« 

If, indeed, by Prejudices you mean 
vicious principles^ properly fo called; 
that is; vicious in themfelves, as well 
as in the degree : thefe, it is certain, 
muft be rooted up, and the fooner, 

the 


fORfiIGN TRAVEL. 99 

the better : but then there is no deed 
of crofling the feas for the benefit of 
fuch an operation. 

t'oR the proper cure of fuch pre- 
judiceSy as I take it^ is to be made by 
the application of thofe truths that 
are common to- all climes ; not by the 
partial manners or opinions which 
arife out of them in this or that more 
pbUfhed fociety. 


'»r 


But your Lordfhipy lobferved, as 
tho' you had taken up this charge of 
Prejudices purely to introduce the 
fatire oa Old England, was content to 
drop it, as foon as it had ferved your 
turn* You exchanged it, however, 
for another of more importance, the 

LOW, SORDID, AND IMMORAL 

HABITS j which ftrike into the lives 
and manners of our youth, and are, as^ 

H 2 you 
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yon ccooei?^, optdemkal 3rd iocur$« 
Me in this Jflan^ 

It may be true, that too much of 
dbe complaint Ib weU foundid. The 
tfiAe q£ cur provioci^ gcttf cy xo^y h9 
fometbingcoadiej and thm hou^j 
©one o£ the heft fchooJ^ of ciyiJity 2(ii4 
^liicoefe ; §9: tjia^ Iosy Wid eve» im- 
qw»»J habits m&y be^ astd* I dpv)^* 
too often are the fruit of afii ordiaapjf 
domeftic education. But then what 
iremedy do£S your LQi:dAip pr^fcribc 
fer the removal of th«m ? Why i yott 
feud them, abroad, with ajl their iro* 
perfedioM updn/theit head« ;. to get 
rid pf their bad habits, as th^y can^ 
and. to. pick up better, as tiiey wUl : 
Or, dp you perhaps imagine Hiat the 
iU qualities, they take, out with th^em^ 
will drop off, of themiclvps ? and 
l^at the good oiies, they ftand in need 
of, like new leaves in the fpring, will 

immediately 
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immediately put forth itid xkkt thdir 
places f 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

I DO bot imagine, that ba! habit* 
are only to be expelled by better ; and 
that therefore the readieft way for our 

countrymen to get qnit of their ill 
manners, isi to force them into ^ood 
company. And, with your leave, 1 
fee nothing very abfurd or uftreafon* 
iible in this imagination. 

MR. LOCKE. 

CBRtAiNLY not, in prefcribing 
good habits as a cure for bad ones. 
Buf your Lordfbip had done well to 
thew what there is in a foreign air 
that is fo propitious to good habitSt 
as that none but fuch can thrive in it; 
or, if there be a mixttiffe of good and 
bad, as with us, hoW your traveller 

H 3 (hall 
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ihaJJ ^e fecured againft an ill choice, 
Otherwife, our young fpark miy pick 
up new habits indeed ; but they may 
only be difFerent from what he took 
from home, not better or more rear 
fbnable. 


> « 


I D0UBT> my Lord, that, when 
fuch rude and untutored • boy s . find 
th^mfelves removed from that re- 
ftraint which the eye of a Parent, tho' 
but little inured to civility himfelf, 
impofed upoii them, they will rather 
give way to a freer indulgence of their 
own froward humours, than be in any 
difpofition to chjeck and reform them. 
What inclination will fucb pcrfpnj 
have to benefit by good company ? or 
how indeed will they gain adniit^^ce 
into it ? 

I APPEAL to your own obfefvatipn, 
whether, when this fort of ill-educated 

people 
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people get abroad, and fettle for a time 
yi ibme frequented city, their pfual 
way be not to keep at diftance from 
the better company of the pjace, and 
to flock together into little knots and 
clubs of their own countrymen, or of 
fuch others as are moft refembling in 
Uile and mapners to themfelves : 
where all their low humours are free- 
\y indulged^ and even inflamed by the 
mutual fociety and countenanpe of one 
4Qother. Thisj, your JL»ordfhip knows, 
is moft frequently the cafe ; while the 
'obfequious Tutor is at length more 
likely to be fwayed by the' importu- 
nity, arid perverted by the ill exam- 
ple, of his Difciples, than they are to 
be reftrained by his advic? aad au- 
thority. 

But, tho' foreign Ttavel fhould be 
indeed a remedy for the mifchiefs, 
CQrxjplaincd of, I ftill queftion whe- 

H 4 thcr 
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th*r it wdald be Vipreper Oirc, 8ilpV 
pofe 6uf young getttlemah to be of fo 
pliant & rnake^ ^ to lay afide his ruftic 
and illiberal habits in condplaifanbe to 
iStit better tompany, he li obHged fty 
live With : Does it ittimediately i(A^ 
low, that he will adopt none but wblt 
arc fit for him to affiim^ ? and^ with 
fo raw and undifterning ajudgmtht 
as he carried out with him, that' hfe 
will have the fkill to feled bhly ittti 
aiTume fuch manners as are moft b6^ 
coining and ornamental f 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

As if one needs be ift any pain, on 
that head ! when thehabitfe, I fjjoke 
of, are not only different from thofe 
he muft affume abroad, but the very 

fcvcrfc of thgiljf 

r 
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Ala9> yottr Loi*dIBtp is tiot to !>• 
told, that the reverfc of wrong is not 
alwiyi rt^ht. Even ut the bf^ahce 
youi- LbrdHiip puts, a young ttiitt^' 
iftay b6 poiifhfed indetd out of his rtiftl* 
ttty* yctj if he kave no bcttei* rale i($ 
go b^i than the fafliidrt of the phe^, 
mrhere he lives, he majr 6afily weii? 
^iififelf itito the contraiy defed, aflff 
jifi^ihate aixl umttaiily ^^ppefy; 
Afadi for the prdbabfility of lUdli 
fhiTciiiYiagci, yotir Lotdihip i^ dg^' 
f6fth»ed to your ot^ril experien^d and 
obfefvation, ' 

As to what I take to be the proper 
rettiedy fof fhtffe barbaritiW, thii is 
pother queition, whfch I may iftet? 
^itdt find occdion to tifpfaiti to ydii 
wore at large. For Ae prejfeht, 1 itiUll 
jNce leave to eOndudd, that, under tha 
4 pircuuiff 
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c • * • 

circumftances here fuppofed^ Foreign 
Travel is generally an infufficienty al- 
ways an imprpfiffi curp for them. • 


' *>. 


. You,|i Lordfhip ii^deed' goes fur- 
ther. Yoa contend^ that, if thefe 
^rdid and dirty hattts could .by: any 
^ans be V expelled; AUl our ]^ngl|{}| 
education is fo eflentially badj that no 
liberal or, gracefuL manners . cou}4. h& 
derived from .it. . Apd , here: youtf 
Lprdfhip's rhetoric expatiates in fqll 
^cunty. Yqu; feen> confident thati 
tho' a iQethod might.be; found out for 
lp(^^lng reafonablp ip^n, yet oui; home-* 
breeding is abfolutely incapable o^ 
furnifhing fine Gentlemen. 

•'■"•-■ 
On this: occafion.it was, that the 

fcryilc difcipline; of o^or fchoolsj, and 

the pedant tUstpcage qf our colleges, 

afforded ample fcope to your refept- 

inent. From an over-charged pi<5ur§ 

' ^ of 
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of both thefe your. Lordihip find$ 
ipeans to dref§ up fuch a prodigy of 
ill manner?, as muft be t)ie fcorn, or 
pity of all good company : which, to 
move our pity, or pur fcpri^ the more, 
your Lordfhip, I remember, tool^ care 
to contraft to the ealy, the aflured, the 
aU-fufficioDt air of a finiihed Traveller. 

To this triumphant part of your 
harangue, I have only to oppofe fomie 
plain and fimpk truths. 

t - !• ,. » \ 

The aukward baflifulnefs of a 
young man is a fin which, I know, 
admits of no expiation, in good com* 
pany . However, what good company 
will not pardon, it will foon remoye. 
And, till jl^at bleffed tinie conjes, let 
\tjirji be confidered t|iat the njodefly, 
of ingenuous. youth, tho' a terrible 
vice in itfelf,. is yet favourable to 
fome virtues. It is full of deference 

and 
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and tefped; it prefervcs ittndcchce; 
nourifties iihulatioil ; and, till rtafi^ 
ht of agt to take the rtiii into her 
hands, fufperids and conlrois all tlrt 
Paffions. N^y, IF it did nt)thing mor6 
Aan difpofe a ybtin^ min toobfervfe 
xhtxch ihd tAlk little, 6ven this ad- 
viiMz^i ih^t be fbhii recompehce * 
for the ill figure it gives him in the 

cyiis of yotii* Lordfliip's ^od company, 

* • ... 

Have a care, my Lord, left, by 
taking off this reftraint too foon> you 
^anci{)at6 ydur favoutfed yduth from 
ipvfety principle bf honour, and let hitit 
rim headlong into worthlifsneft, diiSfo^ 
lutiod, and ruin ! 

I KN61V what the world is ready 
to think of this talk. But k truce 
with the World, 1 am a phitofophef, 
ydur Lordfhlp knows : nay, your 
Lordfhip, tdo, is a philofdphcr. Let ^j^ 

us 


98 for opee tbiea Hazard an mifaftion-^ 
^bk truth> Th^t modeify in 9 pong 
man k his gi^ace ^d omameoit ; and 
^at a. confideat young bodby, not a 
bafhful on/s, is the prodigy that needs 
Ac Expiation. 

Consider, y^r/ifer, my Lord, that 
baflifulnefs is not fo much the efFefl: 
of an ill education^ asi the proper gift 
and provifion of wife Nature. Every 
ftage of life has it^s own fet of man-<» 
ners, that; is fuited to it, and b^ft. be- 
comes it^ Each is beautiful in it's 
feafon ; and you might as well quarw 
rel with the child's rattle^ and ad- 
vance him diredly to the boy's top 
and fpanrfarthing, as exped from dif- 
fident youth the manly coni^dence of 
riper age» 

Lamentable in the mean time, 
I am fenfible, is^ the condition of my 

good 
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good Lady j who, efpecially if flie h€ 
a mighty well bred one, is perfedly 
(hockod^at the boy's aukwardnefs, and 
calls out on the Taylor, the Dancing-- 
maftcr, the Player, the travelled Tu- 
tor, any body and every body, to re- 
lieve her from the pain of fo difgrace- 
ful an obje£t« 

She fhould however be told, if a 
proper feafoii and words fbft enough 
could be found to convey the informa- 
tion. That the odious thing, which 
difturbs her fo much, is one of Na- 
ture's fignatures impreiTed on ihat 
age ; that bafhfulneis is but the paf- 
fage from one fcafbn of life to an- 
other ; and that, as the body is then 
the leaft graceful, when the limbs are 
making their laft efforts and haften- 
ing to their juft proportion, fo the 
manners are the leaft eafy and dif- 
engaged, when the mind, confcious 

and 
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and impatient of it's imperfedions, is^ 
ftretching all it's faculties to their full 
growth. ^ 

If I had the honour of her Lady- 
ship's ear, I might further add, for 
her comfort, that as to this over- 
whelming modcfty, which muffles 
merit, the boy, if flie have but pati- 
ence, will prefently outgrow it, as he 
does his cloaths ; that when this cloak 
of fliame has done it's work of warm- 
ing and invigorating his young virtue, 
it may fafely be laid afide, or rather 
will drop off of itfclf i and that, as 
poor and fheepifli a thing as mafter 
now is, he may turn out, in the end, 
as forward a ipark as the beft of them* 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Fye, Mr. Locke ! What, my phi- 
lofopher give into this gayety! He, 

who 
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who repraod^cd sifi )uft naw for Htm 
tray of Raillery and Declamation i 

MrI L0CK£« 

' YpvR LordOiip does well to up- 
braid me for treating in fo light a 
manner lyhat deferv^s, indeed, the 
moft indignant reproof* For, whaC 
is this endeavour tq qwhcK ingenu- 
ojas fhaoie, but a blafpheoious at-;* 
tempt to counteracft the defigna q( 
providence, aa4 obliterate, by main 
force, one of the moft natural* as well 
as mof^ precious diftindlions of e^ly 
youth? Modcfty is the blufh of 
b^ddin|^ reafon and virtue: and if 
Art coi;ild. fucceed in the prepofterQus 
projefit of forcing the fruit without 
the bud, it inight be WQndcrcd at as a 
Rarity, but could never pretend to 
^e flavour and r^enefs of that which 
i& of Nature's producing^ 


J 
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In Ihort, a precipitated, premature 
manhood would only be, in efFedt, a 
perpetual Boyifm, . or rather a por- 
tentous mixture of both flates, with- 
out the virtues of either. 


I AM iai* from meaning by all this, 
and your Lordfliip will be as far from 
fufpedling me to mean, that an eafy 
uncbnftrained manner is not an amia- 
bie. and agreeable thing. , I am only 
for waiting the proper time of it's 
appearance ; ' which nature makes a 
little later than our impatient fancies 
..are ready to prefcribe to it. 

Consider too, this polite accom- 
. piifliment, this fupreme finifliing of a 
Well-formed charader, can only be ac- 
quired, except in fome extraordinary 
inftances, by long inceffant ufe and 
.habit in converfation ; which, befides 
, tlie unfitnefs of the thing in other re- 

I fpedts. 
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fpeds, would diflipate the yoiiiig mind 
too much, and take it oft' ftoni thofd 
other more importint purfuitSi which 
are proper to that age^ 

Nay, I might further fay, and with 
much truths that Politenefs, in youf 
Lordfhip's, at leall the Gourt-fehfe of 
the word^ is ftot to be attained by the 
ableft men; and when it is attain- 
able, would generally do hurt, I ineaft 
beyond a certain degree, to it's Pof- 
feftbrSj 

No very grfeat man was ever what 
the world calls, perfedlly polite.- Men 
of that ftamp cannot aftbrd fuch at« 

^^^ ft 

tention to little things, as is neceflary 
to form and complete that chara(!%erl 

And ^veii to Ineh of a common 
make, • that exceflive fedulity about 
Grace and Manner, which conAitutes 

the 
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the eiSbnee of good breeding/ would 
be iiOtjuripusi %$ It tends to cramp 
their faculties^ eifemlndte tjbe tcmptr, 
and break that force and vigour of 
Imind which is requifite in a man of 
bufinefs for the difcharge of his duty, 
in this free couotryi 

So that, for any thiog 1 Jfee, this 
exqi;iifite eafe of gopd breeding fliould 
be left to the ambition <;)f ftill inferior 
fpiritB, of fuch indeed as are confcious 
to themfelves of an inc^acity for any 
bthcr. 

LX)Rb shAftesbuj^y. 

TjHE coqceflion is gracious 5 ^hd 
the danger, no doubt^ alarmingi of our 
Senators and men of bufinefs being 
difabled for their high functions by 
an expefs of good manner^. Yet 'tis 
fome confojation, that at prefent I fe? 
lioiymptoms of that enfeebling polite- 

I 2 nefs' 


ii6 ON THE USES OF 

nefs among fuch of the ornaments of 
cither Houfe, as I have the honour to 
be acquainted with. 

M^* LOCKE. 

Your Lordfhip may divert your- 
felf, as you think fit, with an old 
man's fears. But if this mode of 
Travelling, which has taken fo much 
with us fince the Peace [a]^ fhould 
continue for any time, the day may 
come but too foon, when thefe fancies 
of mine will be realized : When po^ 
litenefs fliall be fatal to ability of every 
kind ; and, at ieafl in the higher 
ranks of life, when our countrymen 
fhall be too well bred to be good for 
any thing. 

And now having ventured fb faif, 
fliall I prdceed one ftep further, and 
take to myfelf the privilege of an old 

[a] Of Ryfwick in 1697. 

man 
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man to exprefs my fenfe of this whole 
matter, a little unfafhionably ? The 
mighty value, that is fet upon man-r 
ners, comes, as I have already hinted, 
from a quarter, whofe decifions, tho' 
of fovereign authority with a perfon 
of your Lordfhip's age and gallantry, 
yet arc not apt to be received with 
jhat implicit reverence by gray hpads» 
If you can forgive the . liberty, I will 
then, at length, fpeak out and fay. 
They are the Ladies, only, or chiefly, 
that have affixed fuch an idea of merit 
to this envied quality of good-breedr 
ing; and that, ag appearances are 
fhought to fway full enough with that 
delicate fex, they may perhaps have 
advanced the credit of it fomething 
Jiigher, than fuch an accomplifhiDent 

defer ves, 

• ^. * 

And when I further confider the 
fpighty influence whiph thefe faif 

I 3 difpenfers 
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difpenfers of reputation muft need^ 
have on 6ur gallant and courtly youth, 
I cannot wonder that the mode of 
foreign travel is become fo faiGbion* 
able. Nay, I am half inclined to fup- 
pofe, that, in this debate between us, 
I have rather your politenefs to con- 
tend with, than your judgment : and 
that, if your Lordfhip would deal 
roundly with me, your anfwei" on this 
dccaiion v^ould be the fame with His, 
who (as I have hear'd jou tell the 
ftory) being qucftioned by his friends 
why a perfon of his acknowledged 
fenfe and bravery would accept a chal- 
lenge, thought it vindication enough 
of himfelf to reply, *« That, for the. 
V men^ he could fafcly truft their judg- 
«* mcnt ; . but how (hould he appear, at 
«* night, before the maids of honour f** 

Whether I prefume too much ia 
this fancy, is not material. . It is 

enough 
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fDOugh to fay, that what there is of 
ufe or beauty in polite carriage will 
come of itfelf, with a Jittle experience 
of the world and good conqipany ; and 
frail not, with my confent, be pur- 
phafed at the expence of far bettej: 
things. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY, 

Nor, with mine: for, with all the 
courtlinefs and gallantry you make 
me matter Qf, I never intended by the 
good cwipany, I nientioned with Co 
much refped:, eidber thofe foolifh men 
x>r women, who prefer the /orward 
^dfurance of their boys to every other 
confideration. I only think that a 
feafonable attention to the manners 
of our noble youth is a matter of much 
confequence; as eariy impreilions of 
this fort are neceflary to fit them for 
jthe commerce of the world j, from 
which aloqe they can hope to derive 

J 4 their 


120 ONTHE USES OF' 

their beft and moft fblid inftrudion i 
And your gayety on the fair fex muft 
not reftrain me from agreeing with 
them^ in this inftance. That I fee not 
how that world can be read and ftudi- 

ed, as it ought to be, without Travel-r 
ling. 

?^R. LOCKE, 

Yes ; now your Lordfhip comes to 
an important point indeed. From 
the polifh of manners, the leaft coht 
fiderable, and the eaiiefl to be attained 
•f all the parts.of good breeding, your 
Lordflbip, as I now remember, rofe at 
once to a fubje<5t of real confequence, 
I mean, the knowledge of the 
WORLD 5 a fcicnce, as you well term- 
ed it, the moft profound and . ufefuL 
And if this master-science were 
to be acquired by means .of early 
travel, our young 'gentleman fhould 
have my confent to fliut up his bppks, 

and 
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'^nd fet forth on his adventures, di* 
reftly. 

But, good my Lord, confider with 
yourfelf the difficulty of this ftudy ; 
the ripenefs of age and judgment ne- 
ceffary for entering upon it; much 
more, for making a real progrefs in it^ 

And why, as I before hinted, will 
your Lordfhip be fo impatient to come 
at the end, without the means ? Why^ 
in fuch halie to build up men, when 
nature has allotted a feafon for their 
being boys 


5 


Without* doubt, if our youth 
could ftart up men, at once, armed at 
all points, as the fable has it, and 
thoroughly furniflied for the bufinefe 
of life; we fhould gladly accept this 
benefit, and might then be content t© 
overlook or fupprefs all the cares of 

Education. 
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Education* But thi« is not the con^ 
dition of humanity. It's improve-^ 
ments of every kind are flow and gra-? 
duaL Time and attention form each ; 
and it is only thro' the right tpplica- 
ticMi of preceding flates that we arr 
five, at lengthy at the maturity of hu-? 
man wifdom. Let the child and boy 
be allowed to perfeft themfclves ii^ 
"what belongs to tfaofe conditions* and 
it will (hen be time enough tp provide 
for the manly chara&er. 

Reflbct with yourfelf* my Lord. 
When the young unfurnifhcd traveller 
is carried out into the world, with no 
principles to poizfe his condu^t^ nq 
maxims to dire^ hi$ judgment^, what 
can be expected from this untinieljr 
^nterprize ? What, but flii&uating 
morals, and fortuitous ddibei^tions i 
He has not fo much as the idea of 
ifvhat conflitutes Man. How thpn 

ihould 
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fiiould he obtain any real and ufeful 
knovvrledge of the liuman character ? 

« • 

If by a knowledge of the worldi be 
pftly meant a knowledge of the ex- 
ternal modes and cufloms of it, this, 
iio dpubt, were beft acquiired by iur- 
veying theni as they prefent them- 
felves in the various tribes and focieties 
pf mankind. But your Lordfhip means 
more than this: you underftand a 
knowledge of a higher kind j fuch as 
refpeds the creature Marty conlidered 
in his eflcntial parts, his Reafon and 
his Paffions. , This is a different kind 
of ftudy, my Lord, from that other. 
Any one that has eyes, is qualified to 
pbferve the Ihapes and maflcs of men ; 
but to penetrate their interior frame, 
to infpcft their proper difpofitions and 
charafters, is the bufinefs of a well- 
informed and well-difciplined under* 
ftanding. 
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Cam your Lordfhip ferioufly cxpeA 
that a young boy (hould comprehen4 
the efFe(fl which Government, Policy, 
Inflitution, and other circumilances of 
life have on the pliant Jleafpn of man- 
kind ? ' or, that he fhould have the 
ikiU to difentangle the various folds 
gnd intricacies, in which their real 
pharadters lie involved thro' the infidi-r 
ous and difcordant working of the 
Paflions ? He fliould furely know 
what Truth and Reafon is, before he 
can derive any benefit to himfelf from 
Ae difcourfe of rilen : And he fliould 
have carefully vy^atched the movements 
of his <Swn heart, before he prefume 
to analyze, as your Lordfliip exprefled 
it, the characters of others. 

You fee, then, the unfeafonablenef§ 

and inutility of foreign Travel, as tq 

the cafe in hand; even on the fup- 

pofition' that our Traveller were ad- 

4 mitted 
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mitted into what is called, the beft 
company. But how fliall this privi- 
lege be obtained ? In what country 
can it be thought that the politeneft 
of eminent men will condefcend to a 
free and intimate communication with 
boys of whatever promifing hopes, or 
illuftrious quality ? Certain flight and 
formal civilities, your Lordfhip knows, 
are the utmoft that can be looked for; 
and are indeed the whole of what out 
ill-prepared traveller is capable. 

Your Lordfliip did well to remind 
me of fuch focieties as thofc in which 
you and I have, at times, been en- 
gaged. The recolleftion is, of cotirfe, 
flattering arid agreeable. But let us 
prefume upon ourfelves, my Lord; 
the LiMBORCHs and Le CLERCsare 
not fo obvious to every body, as they 
were to us ; or, if they were, every 
body would not profit fg well by them. 
> And 
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And if private fcholars be thus iiuic* 
teffiblcf how fhali we think to intrude 
on the bufinefs ^nd occuf>atu>ns of 
bcperxeiiced Magiftrateft and Mini-^ 
fter« f And) putting both theiie out of 
the queition^ who remain for the tu^ 
torage and inftruAion of thefe travel^ 
led BofBi but iiich r^w^ uaacc(Hn*^ 
pliifaed companions^ as they ieft at 
homej alMi may find ^wcry where iii 
abundance ? 

Still my objeftidns gti further* 

What ify by uncommon fagacUy and 

good luck^ ^xoLc acquaintance be made 

with fviperior perfons> and fome little 

infight at length be gained aiito their- 

real charaders ? Of what mighty ad^ 

vantage will thi$ be in liici when their 

bufiae& lies araoa:\g^ other men } and 

when the fame induAry and attentio<i 

had brougjht them acquainted with 

iiie Ghflira<3;^s of thof^ they. 9^ ^ 

and 


dnd live with ? Foreigners are neither 
an cafier ftudy, than our own country- 
men, nor a more ufeful onci The 
Very mckded and forms of eifcternal 
breeding cat<ih the attention of unex-i^ 
|)erienced youth ; and are lb many 
obftades to their reat progrefs in this 
fcience* And^ when all is done, thd 
modifications of the human charadfcer^ 
as exifting at home, and exhibited iit 
the lives and adlions of their fellow- 
citizensi are, as I faid^ the proper ob- 
jefts of their curiofityi 

• 
In (hort, the utmoft I can allow to 
this difcipline of foreign travel, under 
the idea of it's furnifliing a knoniiledgt 
vfthewtrUj is. That it maypoffibly 
Wear a young man into fome ihidied 
and apifti refemblance of the models^ 
he copies from, in his deportment 
and manners ; or that the various 
fcenes, he has pafled thro*, may 

furnifbk 
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furhifh matter, at his return, for much 
unprofitable babble in converfation : 
But,' tl\a,t he ihould conae back fraught 
with any folid informatioa concerning 
men and things, fuch, as in'your Lord-* 
fliip's fublime phrafe, may fit him to 
appear with luftre in the court or 
fei:)ate of his own country, is what I 
can never promife myfelf from this 
fafhionable mode of Education « 

Seriousl V, toy Lord, the World 
is afolemn word, and the.ftudy of it 
has an air of fomething plaufible and 
impofihgA But thofe, who know what 
the wofld is, will think it b^ft that a 
young man begin with what is thf 
firft and laft concern of every man, 
the iludy of himfelf ^ and, if, in due 
timie, he come to underftand, and ftill 
:mor;e to value, as they deferve, the 
characters of the great and good men 
of his own country, the opprobrious 

name 
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of home-bred Will not hinder him from 
acquiring the beft fru,it, with which a. 
knowledge of the world, rightly un- 
derfloody can furniih him. 

: For, my Lord, I muft not on fo 
inviting an occafion, as this, conceal 
ah odd fancy of mine from your 
liOrdfhip. 

The affair of knowing the world , 
about which weak and fantaftic peo- 
pie make fo much noife, and which, 
with fo . much fufficiency, one hears 
them perpetually infifting upon, in all 
companies, is of all others the niceft 
and moft momentous ftep that is made 
ill Education. And, tho' volumes 
have been Written to teach us how 
we nday beft become Scholars, Ora- 
tors, Courtiers, what not ; yet not one 
leaf do I ever remember to have feen,. 
cotnpofed by any capable man, that 

• K inftrudts 
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inftruds us in the proper way of get- 
ting into this great fecrct- "; 

It is not a matter to be entered 
tpon, if I were vain enough to think 
toyfelf capable of it, in this cafual 
cbnveriation, but thus much I may 
prefume to fay^ That whoever defigns 
to let a young man into a fafe and 
iifeful knowledge of the world, muft 
do it in a way very remote from that 
which has hitherto been taken. 

A YotJNG maiii they tell us, muft 
know the world ; Therefore, fay they, 
Pu(h him into it at once, that he may 
Acquire that knowledge, which his 
own experience, and not another's^ 
muft teach him. 

I, ON the other hand, take upoiji me 
to fay. Therefore keep him out of that 
world, a& long as you can ; and when 

you 
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you cMnmit him to it, let the ablefl: 
friend or tutor lend him his beft ex- 
perience to conduft him^ gradually, 
cautioufly, imperceptibly into an ac- 
quaintance with iu 

You aik the reafon of this myfteri- 
ous procedure, yet methinks it fhould 
be obvious enough. From Jixteen to 
one and twenty^ (a period> in which 
the cares of an ordinary education 
ceafe, or are much relaxed) is that 
precife feafon of life which requires 
all the attention of the moft vigilant, 
and all the addfefs of the wifeft, go- 
vernor. The paffions are then open- 
ing ; curiofity awake ; and the young 
mind ready to take it's ply from the 
feducements of falhion, and credita- 
ble example. 

Nor ii5 this the worft. An educa- 
tion, that deferves the name, has in-' 

K 2 culcate4 
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culcated maxims of honour and pron 
bity; has infpired the nobkft fcnti- 
ments of moral Duty ; has imprefled 
a veneration for all the virtues, and an 
equal horror for all the vices, of hu- 
manity. 

Full of thefe fublimc ideas, which 
his Parents, his Tutors, his Books, 
and even his own ingenuous Heart 
has rendered familiar to him, the fatal 
time is at hand, when our well-in- 
ftrufted youth is now to make his 
entrance into the world : But, good 
God, what a world 1 not that which 
he has fo long read, or dreamt of; 
but a world, newj ftrahge, and incon- 
0flent with all his former notions and 
cxpe£tations« 

He enters this fcene with awe; 
and contemplates it with aftonifhment. 
Vice, he fees aflured, profperous, and 
^. ,4 , triumphant; 
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triumphant; Virtue, difcountenanced, 
unfuccefsful, and degraded. He joins 
the firfl: croud, that prefents itfelf 
to him : a loud laugh arifes ; and the 
edge of their ridicule is turned on So- 
briety, Induftry, Honefty, Generofity, 
or fome other of thofe qualities, he has 
hitherto been moft fond of. 
1. 

He quits this clamorous fet with 

difdain; and is glad to unite himfelf 

with another J better drefled, better 

manner'd, in all refpedls: more fpecious 

jamd attr^dlive. His Simplicity makes 

him for fonae time the Dupe of this 

plaufible foci^ty ; but their occafional 

hints, their negligent farcafms, their 

Tallies of wit, and polite raillery on all 
that he has been accuftomed to hold 

facred, (hew him at laft that, tho' he 

has changed his compatny, be has not 

inended it. 

. K 3 This 
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. This difcovery leads him to an*^ 
other. He attends to the lives of 
thefe well-bred people^ and finds theiQ 
of a piece with their manners and con«? 
verfation ; ihewy indeed and> on firft 
view, decorous : butjr in effed^ de*- 
formed by every impotent and feliifli 
paffion I wailed in floth and luxury i 
in ruinous play ; criminal intrigues ^ 
or, at beft» unprofitable amufements« 

LORn SHAFTJESBURY. 

This painting, methinks, is a Mttle 
Urong. Pefidcs, you might furely 
have provided better company for 
your young Inrpedfor of the world,| 
tlian that fliamelefs crew, or this cor- 
rupt one. 

MR. LOCKE. 

I TAKE Up, as he muft doj with 
fuch company as the world is moft 
apt to throw in our way ; and the cor 

, louring, 
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louring, your Lordfliip knows, is n?o- 
deft enough for the occafion. 

But I attend our boy-ad venturer 
no farther in his progrefs into the 
world,- and return now to alk you, 
what efFeft your Lordfeip thinks thefe 
llrange unexpected fcenes rauft na^ 
turally have upon him ? Certainly one 
or other of thefe two : Either that the 
fcorn of virtue, he every where ob- 
ferves, will by degrees abate his re-^ 
verence of it, and at length obliterate 
all the better impreffions of his edu- 
cation ; Or, if thefe (hould ftiU keep 
their hold of his young ingenuous 
> breaft, that he will entertain the mod 
indignant fentiments of mankind, and 
ftti&r himfelf to be carried by them 
into a four and fuUen mifanthropy, at 
Jeaft^ perhaps into ^ fcepticd and 
prophane impiety^ 

JC 4 I HAVi 
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. I HAVE feldoxn known a young 
man of.fenfe and parts> educated in 
this way, cfcape from one or other of 
<^ thefe mifchiefs. 

» . ft . • 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

But why then bring him up with 
thofe high notions of mankind, of 
lyhich the world muft prefently dif- 
abufe him, at the expence either of 
his innocence, or good nature ? 

* MR. LOCKE. ' 

That queflion had been; natural 
enough from moft men. But your 
Lordfhip knows very well that^in this . 
moral difcipline, as in every other, 
ideas of excellence are to be imprint- 
ed on the young mind, and thip moft 
confummate. models propofed, fQr 
Imitation : on thi§ certain principle^ 
That, whoever would be moderately 

: . accom^ 


FOREIGN -TRAVEL. .I37 

accompliflied in any art, and jAoft of 
all in this Jfupreme art of Life, muft 
take his aim highland afpire to abfoi 
lute perfedion. A Painter or Statuary 
of the loweft form, your Lordfliip 
knows, is taught to work after <a Mir-^ 
donna of Raphael j or a Venus of Me- 
diets y yet is not likely to meet witk 
^either, among his acquaintance; 

-r -. • ■ . ' " ' 

. LORD SHAFTESBURY.. ' 

The obfervation is furely juft'; and 
I could only mean that thofe high 
fancies fhould be checked and mode- 
rated in due time, before our entrance 
into that world, which, it is foreleen, 
will fo little correfpbnd to them. 

* 9- 

f « 

MR. LOCKE. 

An n what is that due time^ your 
Lordfliip fets apart for this delicate 
operation ? 

Is 
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Is it, before the young boy com- 
mences his travels P But that, accord-* 
ing to your Lordfliip^s fcheme, is fo 
carly» that the regimen, you would 
BOW abate, has not taken it's full 
efie^, and his weak unconfirmed 
virtue would die under the experi- 
Itteon 

Is it then> when his Travels are 
idready begun ? And is the fage Tu- 
tor, your Lordfhip fo anxioufly flies 
to, on every occafion of diftrefs, to 
charge himfelf with the folution of 
this difficulty? Alas, now it is tOQ 
late. You have brought the boy into 
the fcene. He will fee and judge for 
himfelf. The torrent bears him away ; 
the inflant impreflion is too flrong to 
be jCountera£led by the feeble and, 
now, difgufling adiponitigns of % 
Jutor, 

See 
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See then, if the proper way, to 
4ecure him from thefe inconveniences, 
be not. To keep him yet at a diftancc^ 
fronpi the world; and, when you let 
jbim into fome knowledge of it^ to do 
it feafbnably, gradually, and circum*^ 
fpeiftly : To take the veil off from 
4bme parts, and leave it ftill upon 
others : To paint what he does not 
fee, and to hint at more than yoii 
paint: To confine him^ at &sA, to 
the beft company, and prepare him 
to make allowances even for the beft : 
To preferve in his breaft the love of 
excellence, and encourage in him the 

generous fentiments, he has £0 largely 
imbibed and fo perfeiStly re|i(hes ; yet 
femper, if you can, his zeal with can^ 
dour ; inii^uate to him the preroga* 
live of fuch a virtue, as his, fo early 
formed and fo happily cultivated; 
^d bend his relud:ant fpirit tq fome 
witncfs of pity towards the ill-inftru6k* 
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ed and the vicious : By degrees to 
open to hifn the real condition of that 
worlds to which he is approaching ; 
yet &> as to prefent tp him, at the fame 
time^ the certain inevitable mifery of 
conforming to it : Laft of all, to fhew 
liim fome examples of that vicie^ 
which he miift learn to beat in others^ 
tho' deteft in himfelf ; to watch the 
fiffcA thefe examples have upon him ; 
and, as you find his difpoiitions in^ 
cline> to fortify his abhorrence of vice, 
pr excite his commiferation of the 
vicious : In a word (for I am not now 
dire^ing a Tutor, but fuggefting, in 
very general terms, my ideas of his 
ofHce) to inform the minds of youth 
with fuch gradual intelligence as may 
prepare them to fee the world without 
furprize, and live in it without danger^ 

» 

This is that important chapter 

which I • prefumcd to fiy no Inftitutpr 

I - of 
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of youth had yet compofed, or fo 
much as touched upon» in a tfeatife of 
Education. You will learn from this 
brief fummary of it's contents, what 
my notions are of the way in which 
thofe precious years fhpuld be em- 
ployed, which ^ are ufually thrown 
away upon foreign travel. 

i " ■ 

Seriously, my Lord, there is a 

fatal miflake in this matter. . People 

Ipeak of a knowledge of the world, as 

what may be acquired at any time^ 

and, for it*s imjSortance, cannot be 

acquired too foon. Alas, they forget^ 

that a long and careful preparation is 

neceflary before we are qualified fo 

much as to enter on this tafk ; ^ and 
that they, who are lateft in fetting 

out, will arrive the fooneft, certainly 
the fafeft, at their journey's end. 

LORD 
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LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Bu T where (hall this mighty work 
of preparation be carried on ? And in 
what privileged jfanduary fhall our 
good young man be kept from the 
fight and contagion of this wicked 
worlds and yet be gradually forming 
for the ufe and praftice of it ? 

MR. LOCKE. 

Where, does your Lord(hip aik ? 
Why* in his college 5 in a friend's, of 
his father's houfe;. any where, in 
fhort, rather than in a foreign coun-- 
try, where every whokfome reAraint 
U taken off, and the young mind left 
a prey to every ill imprefiion» 

tORD SHAFTESBURY. 

And are there no inconveniences, 
on the other hand, which a provident 

parent 
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parent may be fuppofcd to forelee, 
and may be willing to guard agaiail ? 

MR. LOCKE. 

I UNDERSTAND your Lordfhip. I 
know, that, for want of better argu- 
ments in fupport of this foreiga 
breeding, weak or unworthy parents 
are ready to take up with fuch as 
thcfe : 

They tell us, elpecially if of rank 
and quality, that their children have 
fuffered more than enough already in 
their pafTage thro' our public and 
vulgar fchools ; That, together with 
many illiberal habits, they have con- 
tra<5led many low and illiberal friend- 
ihips, which are, in all reafon, to be 
{haken off; That thefe unworthy 
<:ompanions follow them to the Uni- 
verfity, and are, if not the bane, yet 
the diihonour and incumbrance of 

their 
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tiieir future lives; That ^n abience 

i 

of fome years, abroad loofens theib^ 
hafly and ill-timed connexions ; and 
leaves them,, on their, return, at full 
liberty to contrad: others, more fuitar 
ble ' to their birth and quality, ahd 
more conducive to their views of for- 
tune, as well as of reputation in the 
World j That indeed they might re- 
ih'ove the young man immediately 
from his fchool into their own hbufe ; 
bwt that much of their time is necefja- 
fily ipent in the Metropolis, the li- 
cence of which is not tb be guarded 
againft by any care of their own, or of 
the beft governor ; That his low il-* 
liberal acquaintance would haunt him 
even there j at leaft, that the youth of 
his own age and rank would naturally 
flock about him, and under a thoufand 
pretences of civility or amufement, en- 
gage him in all the follies, and per- 
haps the vices of this great town; 

That, 
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That, on the whole,, his oply Mfuge 
from thefe mifchiefs is in the way of 
ibreign travel j whence, at length, he 
jji^y return in riper age and with bet^ 
ter judgpient (o t^e his ftatioa in the 

wprlji. 

t To this popular talk (which your 
Lord^ip, I fuppoie, glanced at^ but 

•would not condefcend to enforce di- 
redly) it is enough to reply. That 
pgrt.of the incoi^veniences, here enu- 
meratedi ar? feigned at pleafure, and 
the reft exaggerated; That the au- 
tho^rity of a father, if Jic deierve that 

^name, in cronpiirreQce with honeft 
ftiends. 4tnd an ordinary governor, wiU 
prevent them al), qr at leaft palliate 
^e^i i. and that, to take matters ^t 
Jhe Ivorft, his fon will be eicpofed 

.t^ jftill greater inconveniences any 
where elfe. But in truth I cannot 

.l§ce, if >a college be excepted againft, 

« ' • •; \ L and 
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and ^e bufinefs, he to fee thef world, 
as it is called, why London ihonlA riot 
he cftecmed as fit a (bene for the pur»- 
pofe, as any other great town in Eu^ 
rope. I think it contains as iijueh. 
good company as any other, and I 
doubt whether it be more licentious ; 
Or^ if it be, there are three reftraints 
upon it, which, I artx fure, will not be 
"found abroad ; I mean, <^ the parent^ 
authority ;'' ^^-dotrife'ftic government^ * 
and ** a regard to - f6putatioh, under 
- the eye and notice^ bfhis friends/* ' • 


w * _ * 


• So that in every' view, whether on 
your Lord(hip*$ plan of entering di- 
' reftly on the great fludy of the worl^, 
^or on. mine, of only preparing for ^, 
our young man - olfehot poflibl)^ ilo 
better, at his ycai^s, than ftay athcAht; 
where, if your Lordfhip pl^»(e, <v^e 
will then leave him s at leaft till we 
have tried. the force of your ncadt^ 

and^ 


' 
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J 

and^ as I remember, la^st ^rg;ui%ent 
in i)chalf of foreign traveU ^* which 
1^ aVofe; out of the naighty benefitSj^ 
'5 fuppofed. to attend, .the iludy and 
^^ cuhivation of what are called: the 
*f.Fi;NE AitTS|..in ibort, from .the 
** luftreand importance of the virtuolb 
y charader." . , ^ 


J * < 


Your Lordihip, who has fo ac- 
jcnowkdged ar .tafte in* . thefe thmes, 
^af^ of: courfe has ^fo exquiiite a fen(e 
^^t^eirv^^e, may be excufed for en^ 
lagging :&) particwlijrly on this head* 
J^trMiS^tf who am^ of a plainer make 
jajid pooler difpofition, they appear, if 
not frivolous, yet of little importajhce, 
when compared with thofe other 
(h&ng^^ which are the proper and more 
Juom^diate obje<^s of Education. 

a. « fc 

r" Xt would, I doubt, difguft. your 
JLiordibip, ihould I fpeak my mind 
. I . La . freely 
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freely cf them; or even infinuate, that 
i take thefb (ladies^ when entered upon 
in early yorrdi, and propofed as mat- 
ters of ferious purfoit and application^ 
to have ihdecd die moft pernidou^ 
tendency i as breaking the nerves and 
force tjf the mind, and infpiring t 
knovir not jvhat of a trifling and fuper« 
fiuous Vanity. 

' y - « 

To rendet thefe purfoit^ ferviceabld 
in any degree, 6r even harmlefs> they 
had l)etter fiirely bei poftponed to xi^ 
yearf?, when the Confirmed }u4|^^iik 
*wrll of coiirfe take them but for what 
they are, for nothing more thah «!«• 
gant arid polite amufements. - 

' ' Not to inM, tha% loexcel in tli^ 
fpecics of tafte, as in all other6> tf |>l^ 
vious foundation is required of reafbn 
and' good fenfe :^ fof I agree with 
yplir favourite pcfet^ of every polite 
- - ' ^' ftudy 
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Audy and . indulgence even of th^ 
imagins^tion, 

Sapere, ejl etprinciptum etfons. 

These and ftill ftronger objedions 
might be mjde to ypwr partiality for 
thcjine arts. But I am contented to 
wave them all i as indeed they would 
come with an ill grace froni one, Who 
muft acknowledge himfelf to have no 
particular fkill or difcernment in thenr, 
and who Ihould not therefore prefume 
to enter the lifts with £o confummatc 
a mafter of theni, as your Lbrdfliip. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

And ![o^ under the cover of a civil 
.Ipeech, you efcape from the mpft: 
fpecious, at leaft, of thofe arguments, 
which are alledged irf favour of an 
early travelled Education. For, whe- 
ther it he true or no, that other ac- 
complifhments may be as well ac- 

L 3 quired 
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qtdred at home^ it is ^aft a doubt 
that the polite and liberal arts. can 
only be learnt abroad • And of their: ufe 

and ornament to our noble youth — 

* » -% ■ 


•I '- ^ «• >«.«.. 


MK« LOCKS. 


YquR |L»ofdfhfp, I know, <san.,fay 
more, and finer things, than you ex- 
pedt I fhould feriouily (liipute with 
you, on this occalion, ., -. • 




• 
I HAVE npw, jny Lord, (at leaft 

if my old -memory has not betrayed 

mey gone over the feveral heads and 

topics , pf yoqr defepc^ j and faid 

enough, I believe, on each, to flicw 

that foreign TTfavel is riot; on what- 

■^evef fide we vi^\Y it^ the moft proper 

'method oif a yOung geiitleman*s edu-« 

cation. 


• •• 


-•The benefits,' you propofe- hj *^\f 
"arc dithfer of fm all- account in them- 
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iiAyts, at leaft of much l^ifi accDuntr 
tiiaii tbofb you muft &crifice. to them ; 
or, ' when their Importance is real and^ 
Goh&fied, may be attained more con- 
veniently in fomc other way, arid at 
:feme 0tl;i^r feaib^* 

T ... 

*>■•» ; -'I .-. ,, 

■ •<..»,., .... 

-FdR, after 6ll X have faid, your 
Lordftiip is not to conclude, that I am 
wholly beftt agasnft the praftice of 
foreign Travel. I am as fenfible; as 
any ifean,. of it'^ important ufe, when 
undertaken at a proper time and by fit 
perfons* For, tho' I efifeem it idle-? 
nefs, and fomething woyfe, for a young 
boy to waft Jhis prim^e and inbft'pre- 
cious years in fauritfering round Eu- 
r^V y ^' ? know what ends of wifdotti 
and"^ of virtiie may' be anfwered by a 
capable man's furvey of it. '^ 

, ^uj^ then, piy Lord, I reckon that 
jp^pacity at no vulgar rate. He mu|t 

i^ ^ be 
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be of worth ^nd cdtifideration extougH 
to be received into iihe wifeft^ Tiacy.ibA: 
greatfeft company^ His natimil i^^ 
itght into ' men and-Uiings nutft. be/ 
<|uick:^nd penethiting. His facultieir 
muft all be at their height s hk iludMl 
matured; and his reading and ob- 
fervatiph exteckfive. With thdc to- 
complifhments> if a mfin of rank Ornd 
fortune can find Jcifiire.to employ ^ 
few years among the. neighbouring 
nations* I readily agree his voyage may 
turn cmt to his own benefit^ and tg 
that of his country^ . 

In this way it xfxij be true, as your 
l^ordihip infifted, that our Jfland pre-? 
judices will be ufefully^worn off, arid 
nxuch real civility arid politencfs be 
imported among us. 

J.ORD SHAFTESBURY. 

• • • • » - > 

I THANK you for this conccffion. 
Altho' I cannot yet be convinced of 

the 
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ihe total iropropriety of an earlier 
voyage^ I am pleaied to find you do 
BOt interdid: the thing itielf . Many 
wife peribns among us have even talk*^ 
€d: at t^at rate. ^ But you are more rea* 
fonable ; and indeed that extravagance 
was not to be apprehended from your 
true fenfe and fuperior knowledge of 
humaniiature. , 

^ * » • 

MR. LOCKE. 

I HAVE that eftcem 0^ your Lbrd^i- 
ftiip's kind opinion as to be very mn*- 
willing to forfeit any (h^te ^f it. Yet 
what I have now to advance will, I 
readily forefee, expofe me to fome, 
Tifk, in that particular. 

For now your Lord&ip ha« ex-^ 
preffed your regard for ^ fuftrm- 
'itno'^Iedge of hutMn natuf^ it em*- 
boldena me to add tiuit ^h knowr 
ledge (which I have fmall right to 

claim 


- t 
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claim to iriyfelf ) is^ not to be iacquired 
but by the lafgeft and moft extenfiya 
bbiervation of the human fpecies : So 
that I may be found at laft eyen a 
vrarnaer advocate for the ufes of fo*^ 
feign trayel, than your-Lordihip. 

I HOLD then that the knowledge of 
human nature (the only knowledge^ 
in the largefl: fenfe of the expreffion, 
deferying ^ wife man's regard) can 
never be well attained: but by ^dng 
it under all it-s appearances ; I meaa 
«ot merely, or chiefly, in that fair an4 
well-drefled form it wears amid the 
^rts and embellifhments of our weflern 
world 5 but in it's naked fimplicjtyj 
and even deformities ; nay, under all 
H's , dii^uifes an4 diflpri^ons, arifing 
froni abiurd gov:ernmeats and mofXr 
flrousiR^KgioQSyi^ every, djbdantr^er 

gioa imd quarter: of jhe Globe, - . ; 

• • » ■ 

' The 
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The fubje<9: appears to me in that 
importance that it almoH: warms me, 
an 'old philofophcr as I am, into fpme 
emulation of your Lordfhip's eQ«r 
thufiafm« 

I WOULD fay then, V.That, to 
f*lludy HuiviAit Nature to pur-r 
f^-pofe, ^a Tiaveller muft enlarge his 
i^ circuit beyond the bounds of Eu^ 

V rope: He ihuft go, and catch Her un- 
'f* drefled, nay quite naked in Norths 
^*^ America, and at the Cape of Good 
f ^ Hope. ' He may then exaniine how 
*« fhe appears crampt, contrj^6led, and 
'** buttoned up clofe iii the ftrait tunic 

*^« of Law and Cuftom, as in. China 

■ * ■ 

f * and 'Japan : Or, ipread but, and en- 
*< larged above her conunon . fize, in 

V the loofe and flowing robe of en- 
f« thufiafm, among the Arabs ^nd 
f « Sar2(cens : Or, laftly, as fhe flutters 
(f in the old: rags'of worn out policy 

^ ** and 
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«« and civil governmenu * ^nd almoft 
'^ ready to run back naked to the de- 
^^ fertSy as on the Mediterranean coafir 
" of Africa.' 


9> 


Thsse, my Lord^ jtfc the proper 
fcenes fer jdie Philoibpher^ for the 
citi^sen .olthe world, to expatiate in. 
The tour qif Europe, is a pdtry thing ; 
a iuime, . uniform^ unvaried profpeiS;; 
which affords nothing bnt the lame 
pdifhed manners and artificial polir 
cies> fcarcely diveriified enough to 
take^ or merit oiir attentio^n. 
• ' ..... 

It is from a wider a^d more exteqr 
five view of mankind tlxa^t a juft eftir 
mate is to be made of the powers of 
human nature. Hence we colle<3: 
what it's genuine faculties are : what 
ideas anci principles, Qr if any^ ar^ 
truly innate and eiTen^iaf to it ; aq4 
what, chanjjes. and 'modifications it 
4 is 
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is'£uicq)tible of from law and cu- 
ftom. - 

If you think I Impofe too great ^ 
taflc on our inquifitive Traveller, my 
next advice is. That he ftay at home ; 
read Europe in the mirror of his own 
coimtry, which but too eagerly re- 
fledls and flatters every ftate that 
dances before it's furface; and, for 
the reft, take up with the beft in- 
formation he can get from the books 
and narratives of the beft voyagers, 

LORD 8HAFT£SBURY« 

That is, you difcourage him from 

looking abroad into the world of rea- 

fon and civility, the moft natural ftate 

of mankind ; and require him to wafte 

his time and obfervation on flaves, 

madmen, or lavages ; ftates, in which. 

reaibn and civility have no place, and 

wh^re hiunanity itfelf, almoft, difr 

appears, 

Admira- 
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AD>iJitA»L9 advicp this to cqmp 
from a Philofopher ! And ftill better^ 
to fend your Difciple, to take his in- 
formation of this ujiiiatpral diforder'd 
fcene /rom the lying accoifhts of igno- 
rant, ill-inftru6ted, and gaping taldi 

tellers ! ^ ' • 


$ 1 • •¥ * 


Mk, LOCKE. 


•*» . V\ 


I WAS afraid, I iRbuld 'not be" able 
to fecure to myCelf the goodopinron, 
which your ; Lordfhijp was pleaieci to 
cxprefs of my knowledge of human na- 
ture. , vEhit mortifying experience 
puts an end to my jjd venturous flights, 
at onciej arid forces me pack ajgain 
into the narjoweir Walk, which your 
Lordfhip feem's willing to prefciriblB 
to riie. . . , 

Be it then, as you. iftfift. That an 
JE»^/^ gentleman's care fhould be to 

■ iccohiplifti himfelf in the idkocA of 

reaiba 


% s 
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teafon and. civility; to fit himf^fjt ia 

fliort, for that ftatc which your Lord- 

ihip dignifies with the namp of JVj- 

iuraL Stilll dccjare againft his JSw- 

ropsan trav.cls. : ■ ._ : ,?;r..: - 

• ::TttE mahMrs of each ftatc ane.prr 

culiar to itfdf, . anfl^^beft adapted to it. 

The civility, that prevails in fome 

places on the Continetirti may be njore 

iliidied^and eKq4iifite thaft, our's, but 

,iK)t therefore to/Jbe^ pr«feri-ed : b^ore 

Jiti:: Thofe refin©mehts have had their 

jbirih from corxelpQodent policies ; to 

•which they are well fuited, and^ from 

which they receive their whole VaJue* 

In the more abfolute monarchifes of 

Europe^ all. are. Courtiers, In.our 

ireer. monarchy all fhould be Citizens. 

li'et then the arts^^.of addrefe . and in^ 

-firiuatioh .flouriQ> m France. With- 

^3iixt them/whai:cmerit ran pretend to 

.jfticcefs, what? talents/ open the way to 

jj^vpur and di^SasiQioii ? : JB ut let a man-- 

.. I . lier 
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fief eliar a&er prevail here. We have 
a 1^66 IQ iccyc, not to flatter : We 
have a coantry to embrace, not a cx)urt 
to^uk>re : We have, in a word^ objects 
to purftie» and interefts. to {^-omote, 
ihjifir th^' cares df which our finer 
fie^boiirs are happity difkurthenVi. 

- - * * • .A 

Lie: T* oar covntrymeii then be ih^ 
4i\dg6(ti» the plaineis^ nay the rough<- 
neis of their manners? But let them 
'^ttime fop this defeat by their ufeAll 
fenfe, ' their fuperioi* knowledge, their 
^poblic j^irit, and, above all, by their 

impcdiihed integriQr. 

. - ' ' 

Would your Lor^&ip's £ivpurite 
Athens^ hav^ done Mrifely (or rath^u- 
did It do fo) to exchange db^ fimplkiiy 
and manly freedom of it's antient cha- 
t^BxT, £qr the fopperies and .proflra* 
tions of die Aflaiic coiirts.?. Nay, 
would the ibfter . accomplifhmgfats. iaf 

Athens, 
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Athens, in it's beft ftate, have done 
well in a citizen of Sparta ? 

Your Lordfliip fees what to con- 
clude from thefe hints. For my own 
part, my Lord, I eftcem Politenefs, in 
the reafbnable fenfe of the word, as 
the ornament, nay more, as the duty 
of humanity. But, under colour of 
making this valuable acquifition, let 
no culture of the human mind, no in- 
ftrudion in Letters and Bufinefs, no 
difcipline of the paffions, no improve- 
ments of the head and heart, be neg- 
ledted. Let the foundation of thefe ef- 
fential virtues be laid deep in the ufual 
forms of our public^ if you will, or (as 
you know I had father) in the way of 
a more attentive and moral, becaufc 
private^ Education. Let the com- 
merce of the world, in due time and 
under due regulation, fucceed to this 
tare 5 and your Lordlhip will find 

M your 
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your young gentleman as fully ac« 
complifhed in all refpeds as, in rea«^ 
Ion, )rou (hould wifli to fee him. And 
for proof of it, if I were not reilraincd^ 
by a common and perhaps falie deli^. 
cacy, from bringing the names of our 
friends and acquaintance into example 
in converfation^ how many inftanceS; 
of this fort could I point to, in fucfa 
men as your Lordihip has known in 
your own country and is mpft diipofed 
to reverence ; and fom^ of them, pof- 
libly, in your own family ! 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

s 

Rather tell me, how we may 
reafonably expert to fee fuch mo-» 
dels produced, according to the vul« . 
gar way of our home-breeding : 
That one or two fuch may, perhaps, 
after ftridt fearch, be found among 
ourfelves, I (hall not difpute with you. 

MR. 
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I 

t 

MR. LOCK£« 

The fe^rch would coft me no pains. 
But I prefs the matter no farther. 
It is etK>ugh that your LorcUhip knows 
I have my eye on fbme, the moft 
eiiimable, nay the moft accomplifhed 
charajfters, that have been formed at 
home : and that even fo envied a thing, 
as a fine gentleman, has been fafhion- 
ed on this fide the water. But the 
rarity of the production, you think, 
makes againft me, and fhews, there is 
no trufting to the ftubborn foil and 
unfriendly climate of our country. 
You conclude, upon the whole, for 
the expediency of foreign travel, fro^m^ 
the acknowledged defers of our au* 
thorized feats of learning ; which, ac- 
cording to your Lordftiip's idea and 
reprcfentation of them, are fo dege- 
nerate arid depraved, that nothing of 

M 2 worth 
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worth and value can be reafbnably ex« 
pefted from that quarter. 

This after all, is your main reafon, 
for advifing a foreign education. Your 
fpite is to our Univerfities ; and, to. 
bribe, or rather provoke me into the 
fame quarrel, your Lordfhip did not 
forget to remind me of the little 
obligation, v^rhich I myfelf, w^ho was 
trained in their difcipline, havib had 
to them. 

I COULD aflent, perhaps, to fome 
part of this charge. It is certain^ 
at leaft, that the prejudices, the bi- 
gotry, the falfe learning, and narrow 
principles, which have prevailed too 
much, and ftill prevail, in fhofe fa- 
mous feminaries, create an unfavorable 
opinion of them in the minds of many 
liberal and difcerning perfons. Nay, 
I will not difown to you, that I have 

4 ^^ 
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at times been tempted myfelf to en- 
tertain, perhaps to exprefs, fome re- 
fentment againft them. But we are 
always fevere, generally unfair judges 
in our own cafe. And, to fay the 
truth, when the matter comes to be 
confidered impartially and coolly, their 
faults, of whatever kind, will admit 
of much alleviation. 

The Universities of Eng- 
land, your Lordftiip knows, had 
' their rife in the barbarous ages. The 
views of their Inftitutors were, ac- 
cordingly, fuch as might be-expe<Sted 
from men of their ftamp, and in their 
circumftancds. 

'These feminaries were more im- 
mediately confecrated to the fervice of 
the Church j which is the lefs to be 
wonder'd at, as our Statefmen, you 
know, were, at that time. Churchmen. 

M 3 Hence 
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Hence the Plan of Stu^dies, pFefcribed 
to the youths would be fuch as was 
beft adapted to the occafioi^ of that 
clafs of men^ in whofe inilrudkm the 
public was ^loyc di^edlly interofl^d. 

' Besides, the learning of that time 
was rude and barbarous ; and^ had 
their views been.tnore large and .ge- 
nerous, the founders of our colleges 
had it not in their power to pcoiit^ide 
for the encouragement pf any other. 
The fupreme accompliflimen.t ^ven of 
our men of bufinefs was. litde mote 
than a readineis in the forms, and a 
dexterity in the quilrkb of the Canon 
Law: And the pride of thcj rtioft pro^ 
found Scholars lay in applying the 
fubtl^ties of tibe Ariftbtelian phibfo^ 
phy to Theologic and MetSaphyfical 
queftions : Whence, top much ftrefe 
was evidently laid on monkifh exer^ 
.9ifes and fcholaftic difputjktions, . . 

'Tis 
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*Tis true, fome few of our colleges 
wer^ ierefted at a time» when fome- 
thiog more light and knowledge had 
broke in amongft us» I mean during 
ihe. progrefs of the Reformation. But 
the great objed, that filled all men's 
mmds> being the difpute with the See 
of Rome^ the principal circumftance,L 
that diftinguifhes thefe later founda* 
tions from the othef^ i$» that their 
Statutes provide, more efpecially fof 
^e manageipent of that controverfy. 
So that^ even in thefe Societies^ the 
fcholaftic difputative genius ftiU pre<^ 
yailcdy to the excluiion of that more 
liberal plan of iludies^ which is fitted 
to all times, and would b^ve fuited 
better to the general purpofe of thefe 
^ftablifhed Seats of Education. 

> 

f-ORD SHAFTESBURY. 

This acicodnt of the inftitution and 
gmius of pur Engli/b Univerfities piay 

M 4 be 
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be eafily credited, even from what we 
now fee of them, But tho' fome 
caiifes may be affigned for the intro- 
dudion of thefe barbarous plans of 
education,, what reafou can be given 
why they flicr^:: c c/ieriihed in oiif 
days, or th t y.,^.i\ ot lenfe ftiould fiib-« 
mit to thciii r . . •. .; 

- • 

MR.- LOCKE, ] . '. 

The reafon is not far*. to feek, 
Thefe barbarous plans of Education 
had, we have feen, ill former times 
both their reafon, and their ufe. Bo- 
dies of men retain the charadbcr of 
their firft Inititution very long; ahd^ 
all things confider'd, I am inclined to 
think it not amifs that they do fo, 
Univerfrties and fchools of learning,j 
in particular, fliould not be in hafte to 
exchange eflablifhed principles and 
praftices, which the beft fenfe of 
former ages had introduced^ for nove) 

and 
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and untried pretcnfions. The reafon 
is plain : their inftrudtiorts would have 
'fmall weight, and their difcipline no 
ftability, amid fuch eafy.and perpe- 
tual changes. They are, indeed, the 
Depofitaries of the public wifdom and 
virtue j and their bufinefs is to incul- 
cate both on the rifing generation, 
upon the footing-on which they are 
received and underftood in the fe veral 
countries, - where they are erefted. 
Even, if their local ftatutes laid them 
under no reftraint, an eafinefs in de- 
parting from eftabliflied rules Were 
Vlevity not to be commended ; and 
would, in the end, be unfavorable to 
truthMtfelf, when at any time it (hould 
come, in it's turn, to be entertained 
among them. 

The truth is, my Lord*, we are 
ready to confider thefe Seminaries, as 
fchobls of philofophy, ftridlly fo 

called : 
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called; whereae^ their proper charader 
is that of ichools of learning and edu- 
cation . Under this laft idea> much of 
that bigotry; and prejudice is to' be 
looked for, and ftould be , expufed, 
which would rightly |)e objeAed to 
.them under that other denominat^coi. 

Hence then, I conceive, a juft 
apology may be nniade for the preient 
condition of pur Univerfities. If they 
have not, in all re^edte, correded the 
vices of their original Inftitutioji, let 
the influence and authority of fuch In- 
ftitution be pleaded, in their eVyufe^ 
And if certain inveterate errors in 
ipecuUtipn (for. I know your Lord»- 
ihip's chief quarrel to them), not im» 
mediately connedcd with their Ipfti- 
tution, happen ftill to maintain their 
credit in thoTe places, let it bjecdn- 
fiderd^i^lhat the general fenfjb of thp 
public ihould in all reafon be ej^^^od 

to 
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to go before their profeffion and pro- 
pagation even of right principles. Be- 
lieve it, my Lord, as reafon and found 
philofophy make a progrefs among us> 
thfefe Bodies will gradually, tho' re-» 
}u(^antly indeed, reform themfelves : 
And the iervice they will then render 
to Truth will be rfie greater for the 
oppofition they, now make to it. 

. I HAVE ventured to fay, that this 
Refonnation vvill, in due time, come 
of itfelf. I think, it certainly will*, 
as well in regand to the general plan 
of their ftudies, as their particular 
principles and opinions. Yet, in re- 
fped: of ih& former at leaft, it might 
perhaps be fomething quickened by 
external application. I know the at^ 
tempt is delicate and difficult ; but it 
might pofllbly fucceed, if carried on 
under cover of fome ftill greater Re-, 
formation; which feizes the mind 

with 
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with miich force, turns it to a new 
bias, and makes it propitious to every 
thing that tends to the attainment of 
it's principal objed. 

• Such occafions do not prefent 
themfelves every day. One fuch we 
have feen ; but we miffed the feafon. 
Whatever was fundamentally wrong 
in the conftitution of the Univerfities, 
ihould have been fet right in that 
great apra, when the Church was rc-» 
formed. The undertaking had been 
of a piece with the reft of that ex- 
traordinary work, and the opportunity 
was inviting. But whether the minds 
of men were then ripe for this other 
reformation, or whether there was in-» 
deed light enough in the nation at 
that time fully and properly to effedt 
it, may not uarpafonably, I know, be 
made a^queftion with your Lordfliipv 
' % • • • 

LORD 
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LORD SHAFTESBURY. 


• I 


It is no queftion at all with me, 
whether any fervice of that kind was 
to be expe<3:ed from thofe great 
Dealers in Churcn-work. Perhaps 
another and later aera may be poirtted 
out, when the fame oiffice might, and 
{hould have been undertaken by our 
political Craftfmen.. 


MR. LOCKE. 


Your Lordfliip means at the Revo^ 
iufion; and, as the generous princi- 
ples of liberty, on which the Revo- 
lution was founded, were but ill- 
feconded by certain dodlrines, which 
had been too much inculcated in the 
Univerfities, this confideration, you 
' will fay, afforded the beft pretence for 
attempting their Reformation. But 
wife men faw, that the credit, which 
thofe learned Bodies had drawn to 

them- 
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themfclves, and indeed defervedly, by 
their late condud^ notwithftanding 
their fpeculative fyftems and con* 
clufions^ was at that time too high to 
fujflfer a rigorous infpedtion to be made 
into their Statutes and Condi tution : 
They faw, in that convulfion of the 
State, it would be impoflible to carry ^ 
on a defign of this nature without en- 
dangering the new fettlement, or €x- 
pofing it at leafl to many odious and 
inconvenient imputations : And they 
faw> befides, that the fpirit of Liberty, 
which had prevailed fo far as to re- 
form the State itfelf, would infenfibly 
extend, it's influence to all fubordinate 
focieties. 

In a word, the clofe and immediate 
connexion, which the Univcrfities 
have with the Church, made it na- 
tural and highly reafonable to expcft 
that both Ihould have fliared the fame 

fate. 
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fate, at the Reformation : But the ne- 
ceflity was not fo urgent, or fo vifible 
at leaft, that the Univcrfities (hould 
be new-modcUcdi at the Revolution. 

HpwEVER, my Lord, what the 
wifdom of either age omitted, or was 

unable to do. Time, and that Defue- 
tude which attends upon it, will gra- 
dually bring about, not to fay, has in 
fbme mcafure accompliflicd. And, to 
take matters, as they now are, the 
ftudies and difcipline of the Univerfi- 
ties are not without their ufe, and 
ihould not be too violently declaimed 
againfl and degraded. 

The elements of literature are rea- 
Ibnably well taught in thofe places. 
At leaft, the familiarity, which men 
have with the learned languages (the 
proper foundation, as I dare fay your 
Lordfhip holds^ of all real learning 

and 


176 ON THE USES OP 

and politenefs) is very much owing to 
the leftures and inftitution of our col- 
leges. And, tho' I am fenfible what 
exceptions are to be made in other re- 
fpefts, yet, on the whole. Religion, as 
well as Morals, receive an advantage 
from the regularity of their difcipline. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Yes ; their Religion is Intolerance; 
and their Morals, Servility. For, as 
to any freedom of manly thought, or 
the dignity of virtue — 

MR. LOCKE. 

You are ready to look for them 
any where elfe than in our Englijb 
Univerfities. 

I 

Come on then, my Lord: Have 
the goodnefs to point out to us thofe 
happier feminaries, where thefe and 

dl 
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all other virtues are more fucceGfulIy 
|>ropagated^ 

But which way will ybur Lord-* 
ihip ditcO: us to t^ke^ in this fearch ? 
Shall we turn to the north of this 
country for thofe advantages^ which 
we defp^r of finding in the fouth ? 
Or, becaUfe the groffnefs of our Ifland^ 
air may infe£t all parts alike, fhall we 
fhape our courfe to the continent? 
And does your Lord(hip encourage us 
to look for fome Athens amidft the 
Protcftant ftates of Gefma?^, in the 
Netherlands^ or the Swifs Cantons ? 

♦ 
These, I take it, are the only fcenes 

which your Lordfhip can have in vie W| 

for, as high as their reputation is, you 

would hardly advife the breeding of 

our Englijh youth in the colleges of 

the Jefuits, 

N On5 
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One word then, if you pleafe, on 
thefe Proteftant Univerfities on tha 
continent. 

Your Lordfhip and I have had 
fome e'xperience of the ftate of litera- 
ture and education in thofe places. 
Eminent and excellent men they fure-^ 
ly have amongft them. But foy your 
Lordlhip will confefs, have the Uni- 
verfities of Englandj If we do net 
readily find thofe who^ at this day, 
may be oppofed to a Limborch or a 
Le Cxerc, yet it is not long fincew^e 
had to boaft of a Chillingwortjt, 
a CuDwoRTH, and a Whichcot; 
all, men of manly thought, generous 
minds, and incomparable learning. 

But the quefl:ion is not, you know, 
of particular men, which fuch great 
bodies rarely want ; but,, of the ge- 
neral frame and conftitution of learned 

focieties. 
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Ibcieties, fit for the purpofes of po- 
lite and liberal education. 

Shall we fay then^ that the fcat-^ 
tered tribes of Students in a Dutch or 
Swifs town are likely to be better in- 
ftrufted or better governed^ than the 
young Scholars in our colleges ? Or^ 
that the good order^ difcipline^ and 
ibbriety of thefe places^ is to be com-* 
pared with the anarchy and licence of 
thofe other ? 

But, were there eyeil no difference 
in this refpeft, as there is furely a great 
deal, are we to reckon for nothing the 
difparity of civil and religious confti- 
tutions ? 

Your Lordfhip, I dare fay, will 
not fuj^edl me of a bigotted adKerence 
to any mode of evil or ecclefiaftical re- 
gimen. But is it all one whether a 

N 2 young 
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young Boy, who is deftined to be ii 
fubjedt to the Crown, ahd a member 
of the Church^of England^ be inured 
to the equality of Republican govern- 
ments, and of Calviniilical Churches ? 
It may be well for men of confirmed 
age and ability to look into both ; but 
Would you train up your Son in a way 
that is likely to indifpofe him, right, 
or wrong, to the inilitutions of hi& 
own country } i 

• - ' 

Besides, are there fewer preju-^ 
dices, think ye, in the men of odier 
Churches and Governments, than onf 
own ? Orj are their Profefibrs and 
Inftitutors of youth more free from 
popular errors and blind attachments^ 
tho* of a different fort, than the Tu-' 
tors and Mafters of Education in our 
country ? 

Nay^ 
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Nay, confider with yourfelf, my 
$Lord i Is there not as much tyranny 
In the adminiftration of fome they call 
free States ; and as much reftraint and 
periecution in the principles of fome 
they call free (^burcbesn as can fair^ 
ly be charged on the Monarchy or 
phorch oi England F 

So that what you could exped: to 
.^ain by preferring thefe foreign fchools 
.pf learning to your own, I cannot 
jeaiily imagine. ' All that is worth ac- 
.quiring in either, you have, at leaft, 
iui equal clt^apce Xo meet with, at 
home : And what fhould be avoided, 
f^y. nay muft, with more prcbabi- 
lity^ be encountered, alproad. 

But your Lordfhip, p<;rhaps, wodd 
^confine your young travellg- to no one 

feat of learning; and have it only in 
5^iew to convey him haftily^ under the 

^ 3 >wing 


i82 ON THE USES OF. 

wing of a Tutor, thro* many a famous 
Academy, without fettling him in any^ 
This, I muft confefs, is the way to 
keep clear of prejudices j but, whe-r 
ther any folid inftrudtion, or juft fciencc 
cither of qien or things, is to be ga-? 
^hercd from fo curfory an education^ 
your Lordfhip will do well to con* 
fider. 


LORD SHAFTESByRY. 

You have done me the favour to 
imagine many projedts and defigns for 
me, which I was tpo dull to entertain 
in my own thoughts. But, if the 
Education of a young man of rank 
and quality cannot be carried on with-5 
out the afliftance of Academical ,in- 
ftrudlors, I would much fooner trufl 
him to the care of fuch as the more 
free and liberal genius of certain fo- 
reign Univerfities hafe formed, than 
iubmit him to the tutorage of thofe 

prieftly 
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prieftly guides^ to whom our narrow 
and flavifli Inftitutions have configned : 
the province of Education, in our 
own country* 

, MR. LOCKE^ 

^ Your Lordihip no>y indeed fpeaks 
out very plainly. Your objection, 
then, is to Clergy-Tutors; and 
you think it abfurd and even pernici- 
ous to conynit our noble and liberal 
youth to the c;are of Churchmen^ 
You would rather fee them in Lay- 
hands ; in the hands of Philofophers, 
propprly fo called; who^ indiiFerent 
to every thing but pure truth and rea- 
fon, are in no danger of imbibing 
wrong principles themfelves, and are 
therefore under no temptation of in- 
ftilling any fuch into the niinds of 
iheir followers. 

- N 4 The 
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The thought is happy » my Lord 4 
and if a number of thefe Philoibphen^ 
could any where be foun4f I might; 
be induced to fall into the prpjed: of 
employing fuch only in ^he province 
of Education^ But, the condition, 
in which truth and reafbn are now 
lefty and feem likely to continue^ in 
this world pf our's, affords little rdoni 
for fuch flattering expectations. An 
unprejudiced Inilrudtprj, I doubts is a 
rarity not to be met with, J dp npt fay 
In our Univerfities, but even out of 
tiiem: And, prejudices for prejudices, 
Tome perfons may be apt to think 
thofe of a Churchman as tolerable a^ 
efanyot^er. 

But, my Lord, having no partly 
f ular bias on my owa mind in favour 
pf tha( order, and having fomething 
perhaps to re/ent from feveral indivi- 
guals of it, it will not miibecome me 
4 tq 
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tQ hazard 9 word or twq, in it's vin^ 
dicatioOf 

. You will permit me then to fay, 
that I fee no peculiar unfitnefs in the 
clergy fpr the office, they are called 
to, in fhis country, of fuperintend- 
ing the. bufinefs of Education, The 
leifure they enjoy ; the various learn- 
^ and general ftudies, which that 
leifure enables them, and their pro-* 
feiiion obliges them, to purfue 1 and^ 
laftly, the ftri&nefs of life and man- 
ners, OT, if , you willt the very dc-. 
corum, which their chara&er impoic$ 
upon them j; AU thefe circiimftance$ 
feem generally to have marked them 
out, as the propereft perfons to form 
ike manners and cultivate the minds 
9£ youth, in all countries^ In our $wn^ 
fhat propriety ftrikes one the more, 
^nce their prejudicet» of whatever 
kind, are in common to them with 

aU 
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d! other fpeculative and ftudious men jp 
and fince even their intereft, rightly 
underftood^ and as feen by the beft and 
wifcft of themfclves, (whatever may 
have been warmly and paffionately 
hid by fbme perfons) is in no degree 
fcparate from that of the great com* 
munity, to which they belong. 

Yes, your Lordfliip will fay, their 
hopes and views of Preferment — 

Yet, in this refpedt, they are but on 
a level with other men of moft other 
profeffions ; nay, with all men out of 
them, that afpire to rife, by their merits 
or the favour of their fuperiors, to any 
diftinftion in the world* And tho* 
we commonly fay, that the clergy 
flionld be only animated by purer mo-;- 
tives, yet you cannot expe<ft, nay 
would not ferioufly wijDh, that thcjr 

ihouH 
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fhould be altogether infenfible to fuch 
as thefe. 

It is true. In countries where the 
clergy have a dependance on fome 
foreign power, or where they have 
ufurped an independent power to them- 
felves, or where, laftly, the civil con- 
ftitution is foill defined that the privi- 
leges of the fubjedt lie at the mercy 
ef the Prince, in each of thefe cafes 
the ambition of the clergy may be, 
and in fadl has been, produ<3:ive of 
many public mifchiefs. But our 
Proteftant clergy, who are in no fo- 
reign fubjedtion, claim no indepen- 
dency, and fill their place in a fyftem all 
whofe parts are, now at leaft, exa<3:ly 
regulated by known laws, cannot, by 
their private ambition, difturb the ge- 
neral intereft, and have no peculiar in- 
"ducements to attempt it. And tho* 
particulars may fometinies, by their 

follies 


i88 ON THE USES OF 

follies and indifcrelionsy di(honoii^ 
ithemfelves^ yet thp cffc& cannot \» 
confiderable, and certainly affords n^ 
good reafon for taking the province 
^f Education, for which on Xb many 
accounts they are well qualified, out 
of their hands. 

Your Lordfhip^s candour and equir 

ty will then, upon the whole^ permit 

an obvious diftint^ion to be made be? 

tween the men and their pROFssr 

ftioN* Too many of the facred or? 

der, I confe&» and am ibrry for it^ 

feem now to be goyerned by thofe 

principles, and heated by thofe paf- 

£ions, which do little credit to ^eir 

fondion, or themfelves ; and are c^ 
qually inconfiftent with the genius of 

jjthat Religion they profe& to teach, af 

they are unfriendly to that legal con-* 

ilitution both of Church and State^ 

F.hich they haye bound themfelves tp 

iiipport 
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fapport. But their Frofejfion is little 
concerned in all this ; and in a fuc^ 
ceffion or two of thefe men (if the 
prefent fet be, many of them, incor^ 
rigible) you may furely reckon upoa 
all thofe prejudices and pafTions be*^ 
ing worked off, which now adminifter 
the occafion of fo much diflike to it« 


LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Well^ but Clergy^manners \ will 
they, too, be worked oflf, with their 
other infirmities 1 

MR. LOCKE. 

Perhaps, they may; if not, foiv 
give them this oiie defed: ; at leaft, if 
it be their only one. But you do not 
mean, that the manners of the clergy, 
^sftich^ are more ofFenfive than thofe 
of other people. They are fuited to 
t^eir prgfeffipn and way of life, froni 

which \ 
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which they naturally refult; and if 
the clergy have not that glofs upon 
them, which fets off the manners of 
finer men, they rarely difguft you with 
the affedtation of it» But, after all> if 
perfbns of your Lordihip's quality and 
breeding would condefcend to coun-» 
tenance them a little, they would, 
doubtlefs, brighten under your eye; 
and might come in time to- refleft 
fomewhat of that high polifh^ which 
gliftens fo much in the addreis and 
converfation of their Bettersr. 

i 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

What tranfmutations they may 
undergo hereafter, and by what means, 
I am not curious to inquire. On this 
head, their candid apologift is at li-*^ 
berty to be as much in jeft, or in earn- 
fcft, as he thinks fit. But from what 
appears at prefent, I muft take leave, 
in my turn, to think lefs reverendly, 

than 


/ 
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Iban He would have me, of our facred 
Inftru£torsi and tho' I value fome 
particular peribns of the order, as 
xnuch as any man, yet^ till I fee a 
greater change in the principles^ tern-* 
per, and manners of that Body, than 
I fear is likely to come to pafs in our 
days, I can have no very favourable 
fentiments of thofe rude, illiberal, 
and monkifh feminaries, where fuch 
worthies prefide. 

3^R. LOCKE. 

Let us have patience, my Lord^ 
I have not fcrupled to confefs to you, 
that much is, at prefent, amifs in thofe 
feminaries, and wants to be fet right* 
But fo, God knows, there is every 
where elfe. As our fadkion sand par- 
tics both in Religion and Government 
die awav, the Univerfities will become 
more reafonable ; and, as the. gene- 
ral 
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ral manners refine, thejr too will» ol 
courfe, take a better air and poU(h4 
In a word> they may not lead the pub^ 
lie tafte or judgment, but, a& I iaid^ 
they will be fure to follow it« 

And the happy period is not, per« 
haps, far off. For, now I have take* 
upon me to divine ib much of the ftt'« 
ture condition of our Univerfities, let 
me paint to you more particularly 
what I conceive of their growing im* 
provements; and, in a kind of pro* 
phetic ftrain, fuch as old age, they 
fay, pretends to, and may be indulged 
In, delineate to you a faint profpeA of 
thoie brighter days, which I fee riling 
upon us. 

•« The time will come, my Lordi 
•« and I even affure myfelf it is at no 
«< great diftance, when the Univerfi^ 

*« ties of England will be as refpe<S<« 

•^ ablc^ 




FOREIGN TRAVEL. 193 

** able, for the learning they teach, 
the principles they inftil, and the 
morals they inculcate, as they are 

'* now contemptible, in your Lord- 

** fliip*s eye at leaft, on thefe icveral 

5^ accounts." 

^* I SEE the Day, when a fcholaftic 
^** theology (hall give place to a rati- 
*^ onal Divinity, conducted on the 
principles of found criticifm and 
well-interpreted Scripture: When 
their Sums and Syftems fhall fly be- 
^^ fore enlightened Reafon and fober 
*^ Speculation : When a fanciful, pre- 
*^ carious, and hypothetic Philofophy, 
^^ ih^l dcfert their Schools ; and be 
" replaced by real fcience, fupporting 
^' itfelf on the fure grounds of experi- 
^ ment and cautious obfervation : 
'' When their Phyfics ftiall be Fad: ; 
" their Metaphyfics, common Cbnfe ; 
" and their Ethics, human nature. 

O "Do 
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♦^ Do I flatter myfelf with fond 
^^ imaginations, my Lord ? Or is not 
** the time at hand, when St. Paul 
^^ fhall ledure our Divines, and not 
^f Galvin ; Qur Bacons and 
" BoYLES, expel Aristotle; JVfr. 
*^ Newton, fill the chair of Des 
f* Cartes ; and even your friend (if 
^ your Lordfhip can forgive the ar- 
f* rogahce of placing himfelf by the 
f^ fide of fuch men) take the lead of 

f^ BURGERSDICIUS ? 

" Still, my Lord, my prophetic 
<< eye penetrates farther. Ami^ft 
«• thefe improvements in real fcienc^, 
<^ the languages ihall be learnt for 
*^ ufe, and not pedantry : Your Lord- 
<< fhip's admired antients ihall be 
f^ refpeded, and not idolized ; the 
** forms of clafHc compofition be 
*f emulated : and a fct of men arife 
f * even beneath the ihade of our Aca- 

f* demic 
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" demic cloyfters, that fliall poKffi 
** the tafte, as well as advance the 
^' knowledge^ of tlieir country. 

^' Yet, I am but half way in the 
«^ pourtraiture of my Vifion. The 
" appointed ledturers of our youth, 
** whom your Lordfhip loves to qua- 
'*, lify with the name of bearded loys^ 
^^ ihall adopt the manners of men ; 
*^ fhall inftru6t wkh knowledge, and 
*^ perfuade with reafon ; fliall be the 
'^ firft to explode flavifli doftrines and 
^* narrow principles 5 fliall exter- 
*^ minate riot and debauchery from 
" their walls ; and, which i« the firft 
" and laft part of a good education, 
*^ fet the npble and ingenuous youth, 
** entrufted to their care, the brighteft 
** examples of diligence, fobricty, and 
^^ virtue. 

p 2 " Perhaps 
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" Perhaps in thofe days, a freer 
'« commerce ihall be openiSil with the 
*« world : the ftudcnts of bur coUiegcs 
** be ambitious of appearing in good 
^* company : and a general civility 
^« prevail where your Lordfhip fees 
<< nothing, at prefent, but barb^rifat 
'^ and rudenefs. 

** Nay, who kijows but, in thh 
<* difierent ftate of things, the Art* 
<< them&lves m^y gain admi^ion into 
" thefe Seminaries ; and even the 
** Ex^rcifes bo taught ther^, which 

our noble youth are now fent to ac-- 

quire on the continent ? 




. " Such I perfuade myfclf, if the 

*• prefage of old experience may pafs 

* ** for any thing, is the happier Scene 

'* which a little time* {hall difclofe to 

** your view, in our Englijh Univerfi- 

*' ties. What it's duration may be, 

" I can- 
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f ^ I cannw difcpvef. Mucl; will ^c<* 
^^ pend on the general manners, ^nd 
*^ tit^ public encouragement. / In »the 
*f mean time, if any cloud reft upon it, 
" it will not arife immediately from 
*^ within, hut from the little, or, 
** which is worfe, the ill-diredted fa- 
*' vour which the Great fhall vouch- 
*' fafe to fhew 19 places, fo qualified 
** and fo deferving their protedtion. 

** Yet, after all I have feen, or per- 
** haps dreamt, as your Lordftiip may 
^^ rather objeft to me, of the future 
*« flourifliing eftatc of ourUniverfities, 
^* and of their extreme fitneJs, in all 
" refpe<Ss, to anfwer the ends of their 
** inftitution, I cannot be miftaken in 
f* one Predi(9ion, ** That the nwde of 

early Travel will ftill continue ; 

perhaps it's fury will encrcafe ; and 
f^ our youth of quality be ftill fent 

•^ abroad 
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'* abroad for their education, when 
'< every reafon (hall ceafe which your 
** Lordfhip has now alledged ih fa- 
*^ vour of that praiSice/' 

LORB SHAFTESBURY, 

Tij][s laft predidfcioiv may, per^ 
haps, be true; I mean, Lf thofe 
others (hould ever be accomplifhed* 
But as I have rlo great faith in mo^ 
dern Prophecy, and ice at prefent 
no fymptoms of this coming age of 
Gold, which your fancy has now 
prefented to us, you . muft excufe me 
if thefe prophetic Jirainsy as yoij 
termed them, have no great weigh|: 
with me before their completion, 
Should that ever happen, I fhall re- 
fytSt your forefight, at leaft ; and 
rejoice extremely at an event, whiclj 
J fhal} then freely own, will lea v? 
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my countrymen no ^xcufe for their 
folly. 

Thi8, Sir, was the fubftance of 
what paflfed between us on the fubjed: 
in queftion. Our other friends inter- 
pofed, indeed, at times ; but rarely, 
Hnd in few words ; and I have rather 
chofen to mix their occafional obferva- 
tions with our own, than perplex and 
lengthen this recital by a more pundti- 
lious exadnefs. Befides, I could not 
think it civil to introduce my friends 
upon the Scene, only to (hew them, 
as it were, for Mutes ; - their polite- 
nefs to us, who were principals in the 
debate, being fuch as to reflrain them 
from bearing any confiderable part in 
it. Yet this way of relation would, 
no doubt, have given fomething more 
9f life to the iketch, I here fend you ; 
as their prefcnce, you may believe, 

certainly 
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certainly 414 to the original con-" 
verfation. 

It is enough to fjiy, tfajit nothing 
more njateriiU &^in what I have now 
related to you^ pa064 on the occaiion. 
For by this time the day was pretty 
well fpent, and it was neceflary fpr us 
to' withdraw to our feveral engage*^ 
ments. 

For myfclf, I leave you to guefs 
the effeft which our philofophcr's 
grave remonftrance left upon nie% 
One thing you will think remarkable ; 
That the part of arraigning the pre- 
fent ftate of things Ihould fall to my 
fliare ; while He at an age, that is na- 
turally querulous and diifati^fied, was 
employed in defending it. Whether 
this be a proof of his wifdom, or good 
fpirits, I pretend not to fay. But it 

gave 


^ 
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gave me a pleafure to hear the old 
man indulging himfelf in the profpeft 
of better days^ which> as young as we 
are, and as warmly as we wifh to fee 
them, you and I had always defpaired 
of. 


THE END. 
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